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Director’s Report

| am delighted to share with you our annual report for 2024.

It has been a busy and productive year for MCCL comprising
impactful research, an extensive events program, and
significant scholarship and media engagement. Highlights
include major public lectures such as the signature Harold
Ford Memorial Lecture, the Sir George Turner Lecture (held in
both Melbourne and Sydney), the Annual Tax Lecture, as well
as the fifth John Emerson Oration. A total of 23 other events
were held across the year, including a public conversation
with Joseph Stiglitz (which attracted over 400 attendees)

and a number of events co-hosted with Centre for Artificial
Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE), including the Sir
Ninian Stephen Law Program Oration. The Construction Law
Program, which now offers over 20 specialised subjects a year
across MLS, celebrated its 25th anniversary, also celebrating

a number of student and alumni prizes and commendations.
The innovative and popular ‘Inside Commercial Law’ Podcast
enjoyed continued success, engaging with a number of topics
and guests, recording seven podcasts in 2024.

We welcomed new members, including Professor Rosemary
Addis AM (Enterprise Professor with the Faculty of Business
and Economics). In addition, MCCL launched its legal
internship program, welcoming our first student intern,

who completed a project on ‘Decentralised Autonomous
Organisations (DAOs), supervised by Professor Andrew
Godwin. We also welcomed many international visitors.

In 2024, MCCL members across our specialist research
programs carried out work on projects funded by more than
$2m in external grant funding, including from the Australian
Research Council. Indeed, it has been an outstanding year

for research by MCCL members, with over 50 publications,

as outlined in further detail later in this report. In addition

to numerous conference and seminar presentations, we

were pleased to build our communications with internal and
external stakeholders via our monthly newsletters to 1684
subscribers and our LinkedIn page, which has more than 1390
followers. Centre members also engaged extensively with

the media, with a standout contribution from our Associate
Director of the Consumer Law and Policy Program, Professor
Jeannie Paterson, who was featured in, or contributed to, over
29 media commentaries.

I would like to congratulate Professor Stewart on her visiting
role at the Australian Treasury as a Visiting Principal Fellow
for eight months in 2024, working with the Revenue Group

on tax policy. This included addressing revisions to the Stage
3 tax cuts and issues related to electric vehicle road user
charging, as well as a range of other tax policy topics. The
Centre is pleased to contribute to the work of the Community
Tax Project, led by Associate Professor Kathryn James and
supported by the University of Melbourne’s Social Equity
Institute. This played a leading role as a forum for the
education of community sector representatives on tax policy
in Australia.  would also like to highlight the successful work
of the Melbourne Law School Tax Clinic, which is a supportive,
inclusive, student-run clinic that provides free tax assistance
from Melbourne Law School students.

Centre members supervise a large and active group of 15 PhD
candidates across the research programs. In 2024, four MCCL
graduate researchers completed their PhDs. MCCL members
also taught a number of subjects across the JD, Masters and
Breadth programs at MLS. We welcomed a number of Senior
Fellows to teach in the MLM, which offers an extensive range
of commercial law subjects in a number of program areas led
by MCCL associate directors.

I would like to thank Professor Miranda Stewart for reprising
the role of Director while | was on long service leave for two
months in May and June. I also wish to thank Belete Addis
Yemata for his excellent work as a Research Fellow and
Debaranjan Goswami for his assistance in preparing this
report. We extend our thanks to the Melbourne Law School
for support of the Centre, and the Law research support team,
led by Angela Hendley-Boys, who provided extensive support
for events, newsletters and engagement. We are also grateful
for the assistance of the staff in the Law School’s digital media
studio. And finally, thanks to the many attendees of events,
readers of research, and professionals and academics who
engaged with the work of the Centre to make 2024 such a
rewarding year.

Rosemary Langford
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About the Centre

The Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law (MCCL) aims for excellence in research, teaching, and engagement in all aspects of
commercial law, policy, and regulation. It brings a wide range of perspectives to the field and draws together leading experts
from Melbourne Law School. It has established specialist research programs focusing on corporate law and financial regulation,
construction law, commercial arbitration, consumer law and policy, and taxation law and policy. The Centre aims to support
excellence in research, policy development, and engagement among its members and to build collaboration across its specialist
research programs. It also aims to connect with the legal and other professions, governments, not-for-profits, and international
organisations, to deliver excellent teaching and to engage with scholars and research centres on all aspects of its work, both
internationally and globally.

The Centre is governed by a management committee comprising the Director and Associate Directors, supported by a Research
Fellow.

The Centre’s website presents more information about its members and all aspects of its activities. The Centre publishes a monthly
newsletter that provides information about all aspects of its activities and also provides frequent updates on its LinkedIn page .
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People

Director

Rosemary Langford
Research Program in
Corporate Law and Financial
Regulation

W LProfessor Rosemary Langford
2280 is Harold Ford Professor of
Commercial Law, director of the Melbourne Centre for

Commercial Law and director of Commercial Law Studies at
Melbourne Law School, University of Melbourne. In the last
four years she has been undertaking a project on gavernance
and regulation of charities funded by the Australian Research

Council. Rosemary has published and presented nationally
and internationally on the topics of directors’ duties,
fiduciary duties, and governance and regulation of charities.
Her publications include Directors’ Duties: Principles and
Application (Federation Press, 2014), Company Directors’
Duties and Conflicts of Interest (Oxford University Press,
2019), Technology and Corporate Law (Edward Elgar, 2021),
Governance and Regulation of Charities: International and
Comparative Perspectives (Edward Elgar, 2023) and Corporate
Law and Governance in the 21st Century (Federation Press,
2023). She is a member of the Corporations Committee and
Not-for-Profit Law Committee of the Law Council of Australia
and of the Law Committee of the Australian Institute of
Company Directors, as well as editor of the directors’ duties
section of the Company and Securities Law Journal.

Associate Directors

Matthew Bell
Research Program in
Construction Law and
Commercial Arbitration

Associate Professor Matthew Bell
is a joint Associate Director of the
Research Program in Construction Law and Commercial
Arbitration at the MCCL. Matthew is the author of many
publications in the field, including the texts Construction
Law in Australia and Understanding Australian Construction
Contracts (with lan Bailey) and Residential Construction
Law (with Philip Britton). Matthew is a Consultant to the
Construction and Major Projects Group at Clayton Utz

on a part-time basis and was the founding Chair of the
Academic Subcommittee of the Society of Construction
Law Australia. He is a former Deputy Chair for Victoria

of the Law Council of Australia Construction and
Infrastructure Law Committee.

Julie Clarke
Research Program in
Consumer Law and Policy

Professor Julie Clarke is a

joint Associate Director of the
Consumer Law and Policy
Research Program at MCCL. She is the Associate Dean
(Teaching and Learning) and Director of the Global
Competition and Consumer Law specialisation. Julie’s
primary research and teaching interests are in the areas of
competition, consumer and contract law with a particular
focus on mergers, misuse of market power and cartels.
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Richard Garnett
Research Program in
Construction Law and
Commercial Arbitration

Professor Richard Garnett is a
joint Associate Director of the
Research Program in Construction Law and Commercial
Arbitration at MCCL. Richard Garnett has an LLM from
Harvard University and in 2020 was awarded the degree of
Doctor of Laws (LLD) from the University of Melbourne for
a body of published work that constitutes ‘a substantial
and original contribution to legal scholarship” and
demonstrates ‘authoritative standing in the field of
study’. Richard was a Director of the Australian Centre for
International Commercial Arbitration and has published
widely in the areas of conflict of laws, public and

private international law, and international commercial
arbitration. Richard also regularly advises commercial
clients on cross-border litigation and arbitration matters.

Wayne Jocic
Research Program in
Construction Law and
Commercial Arbitration

is a joint Associate Director of
the Research Program in Construction Law at MCCL. His
teaching and research interests are in construction law,
contract and private law generally. Wayne joined MLS
after a career in practice in which he advised on major
construction projects in every state.
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Andrew Godwin
Research Program in
Corporate Law and Financial
Regulation

Professor Andrew Godwin is

a joint Associate Director of

the Research Program in Corporate Law and Financial
Regulation at MCCL. He is the Director of the Melbourne
Law Masters and Associate Director (Commercial law)

of the Asian Law Centre. Andrew works and researches

in the areas of financial regulation, financial services

law, corporate and insolvency law, property law, and

the regulation of the legal profession. Andrew has
published extensively in both academic and professional
journals. He is a co-author of Sackville & Neave Australian
Property Law and Ford, Austin and Ramsay Principles of
Corporations Law, and co-editor of Research Handbook on
Asian Financial Law (Edward Elgar, 2020), The Cambridge
Handbook of Twin Peaks Financial Requlation (Cambridge
University Press, 2021) and Technology and Corporate Law
(Edward Elgar, 2021). Andrew served as Special Counsel
and Acting General Counsel at the Australian Law Reform
Commission from September 2020 to February 2024.


https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/richard-garnett
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/andrew-godwin
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/wayne-jocic

Jeannie Paterson
Research Program in
Consumer Law and Policy

Professor Jeannie Paterson is a
joint Associate Director of the
Research Program in Consumer

Law and Policy at MCCL. Her current work focuses on the
regulatory and ethical challenges of Al misrepresentation,
misinformation and deep fake fraud. She teaches topics
of consumer protection law, technology and regulating Al
in JD, LLM and breadth subjects. Jeannie is the co-author
of the widely used text (with Professor Andrew Robertson)
Principles of Contract Law, as well as work on consumer
credit law, consumer law and Al law. Jeannie is the Co-
Director of the Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital
Ethics at the University of Melbourne. She is an academic
fellow at Melbourne Business School. She is a Fellow of the
Australian Academy of Law and a former member of the
Commonwealth Government’s temporary expert advisory
committee on Al regulation.

Miranda Stewart
Research Program in
Taxation Consumer Law and
Policy

Professor Miranda Stewart

is the Associate Director of

the Research Program in Taxation Law and Policy at
MCCL. During 2024, Miranda completed an eight-month
secondment as Visiting Principal Advisor in the Australian
Treasury, Revenue Group, working on tax policy. Miranda
teaches a range of taxation law and international tax
subjects in the JD and Masters programs. Miranda’s books
include Tax and Government in the 21st Century, Income
Taxation Commentary and Materials, Death and Taxes

and Tax, Social Policy and Gender. Miranda currently
leads an interdisciplinary research project funded by the
Australian Research Council on Sharing the Wealth, about
tax and justice in an era of population ageing and slowing
economic growth. Sheis an International Research Fellow
of the Centre for Business Taxation at Said Business
School, Oxford University, a Fellow of the Australian
Academy of Law and President of the International Fiscal
Association 78th Annual Congress to be held in Melbourne
in 2026.
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Members

Professor Emeritus

Ian Ramsay AO
Redmond Barry Distinguished
Professor Emeritus

Research Program in Corporate
Law and Financial Regulation

Professors

Jianlin Chen

Research Program in Corporate
Law and Financial Regulation

Paula O’Brien

Research Program in Consumer
Law and Policy

Megan Richardson

Research Program in Consumer
Law and Policy
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Sunita Jogarajan

Research Program in Taxation Law

and Policy

Christine Parker

Research Program in Consumer
Law and Policy

Mark Taylor

Research Program in Consumer
Law and Policy


https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/ian-ramsay
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/jianlin-chen
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/sunita-jogarajan
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/paula-obrien
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/christine-parker
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/megan-richardson
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/mark-taylor

Associate Professors

Paul Ali

Research Program in Corporate
Law and Financial Regulation

Stacey Steele

Research Program in Corporate
Law and Financial Regulation

Senior Lecturers

Julian Panetta

Research Program in Taxation Law
and Policy

Lecturers

~ Ben Hopper

Research Program in Consumer
Law and Policy

Kathrvn James

Research Program in Taxation Law
and Policy

Dr Megan Prictor

Research Program in Consumer
Law and Policy

Dr Robi Rado

Research Program in Corporate
Law and Financial Regulation
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Fellows

The Centre engages with several leading Professorial, Principal and Senior Fellows who engage with us on research, teaching and
policy activities

Enterprise Fellow

— Rosemary Addis AM

Professor

Professorial Fellows

Elise Bant Hon. Tony Pagone AM
Professor

University of Western Australia Victorian Bar

Principal Fellows

Cally Jordan Andrew Mills

Associate Professor Associate Professor

Frank O’Loughlin KC

Associate Professor
Victorian Bar
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Senior Fellows

Evgenia Bourova George Gilligan

Senior Research Fellow, Research
Program in Corporate Law and
Financial Regulation

Research Fellow on Financial
Exclusion, Poor Insurer Practices
and Consumer Protection,
Research Program in Corporate
Law and Financial Regulation

Pamela Hanrahan Lucie O’Brien

Postdoctoral Fellow on Harmful
Financial Products, Research
Program in Corporate Law and
Financial Regulation

Professor, University of New South
Wales, Senior Fellow, Research
Program in Corporate Law and
Financial Regulation

MCCL PhD Research Fellow

Belete Yemata
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Graduate Researchers

The Centre takes pride in the innovative and exciting work of
our PhD candidates who are working across a wide range of
issues in tax, regulatory, corporate law, insolvency, consumer
and not-for-profit law.

Lilia Anderson: The Regulation of Digital Platforms: Al
Governance in Australia

Elvina Anita: Ensuring Trust in Metaverse: Privacy, Ethics and
Regulation

Vita Apriliasari: Indonesia’s Tax Incentive and the Global
Minimum Tax: Options for Reform

Helen Dervan (New Zealand Women Leaders in Law
Fellow): What is the Appropriate Legislative and Institutional
Framework to Enable Effective Execution of the Financial
Stability Mandate under Twin Peaks in New Zealand?

Shuning Fu: Beyond the Veil of Nominee Shareholding: A
Comparative Study of Legal Nature and Associated Risks

Debaranjan Goswami: Shareholder-Creditor Agency Conflicts
when Companies are in Financial Distress - the Design of Legal
Tools in Emerging Markets

Monica Hope: Tax Justice and Intergenerational Wealth
Transfer in Australia

Elliot Legendre: Tax Instruments and Water Rights Protection:
A Comparative Policy Analysis

Chi Yin Wilson Lui: State Immunity as a Defence in Cross-
Border Private Actions

Matthew O’Rourke: The Gathering Storm: Regulating
Competition in Electronic Communications Markets in the Age
of the Cloudification of Networks

Angonia Smith: The Common Law and Public Finance in
Nineteenth-Century Aotearoa

Samantha Tang: Public Interest and Shareholder
Engagement

Fitria Wardika: Reforming Regulation for Simplifying
Indonesian State Finance Law

Michael Wells: Corporate Minimum Book Taxes: Principles,
Design and Implementation

Belete Yemata: Civil Society Organisations and Their Tax
Treatment in Ethiopia
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We are proud of our Graduate Researchers who completed in
2024.

Jumanah Alsairafi: International Taxation in Kuwait: Selected
Issues in Expanding and Protecting the Tax Base

Harry Cossar-Gilbert: Should the Real GST Be Expanded in
Australia? A Normative and Empirical Review

Nicola Howell: The Use and Impact of Legal Solutions to
Consumer Over-indebtedness: A Comparison of Australian
and Dutch Approaches

Vivi Tan: Online Dispute Resolution and Consumer Disputes
in Australia: Dispute Systems Design Analysis



Events

In 2024, MCCL hosted 26 events at the Law School, which were a mix of online, hybrid, and in-person formats, and were attended
by over 1,000 people. The events are highlighted below.

Is China at Risk of a Financial Crisis?
21 February 2024

This hybrid seminar was organised by the Corporate Law and Financial Regulation Program of the Melbourne Centre for
Commercial Law and the Asian Law Centre and was delivered by Dr. Michael Taylor. It explored whether China is at risk of a
financial crisis. Recent events in the Chinese real estate market, especially the well-publicised problems of the giant and highly
indebted property developers Country Garden and Evergrande, followed by Moody’s recent announcement of a negative outlook
on Chinese government debt, have resurrected this question, which has surfaced repeatedly over the past ten years.

Roundtable on Financial Data Ecosystems
27 February 2024

The Corporate Law and Financial Regulation Program of the Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law hosted a roundtable event
at which Professor Douglas Arner of the University of Hong Kong Faculty of Law delivered a talk on ‘Financial Data Ecosystems:
Balancing the Opportunities and Risks of Al and Data Aggregation’ He discussed how aggregated data has proven to be an
extremely effective tool for supporting access to finance, along with financing innovation and development. However, he also
highlighted that managing control over aggregated data introduces a variety of financial and other risks.

FinTech: Regulatory Trends and Lessons for the Future
19 March 2024

This webinar, organised by the Corporate Law and Financial Regulation Program of the Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law,
explored the regulatory trends that have emerged in relation to FinTech over the past 15 years and the lessons for the future. The
panel included Professor Douglas Arner (Hong Kong University), Ms Kate O’Rourke (ASIC Commissioner) and Professor Andrew
Godwin (Melbourne Law School).

Ninian Stephen Law Program Oration 2024
16 April 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law hosted the 2024
Oration for the Ninian Stephen Law Program, supported by the Menzies Foundation as part of the Practising Law with Al series.
The Oration, titled ‘Technology in the Professional Toolkit, was delivered by Joseph Longo, Chair of the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission. The Oration explored the growing importance of technology in the professional toolkit and how
understanding and effectively using it has become an essential skill for legal practitioners.

f &

CENTRE FOR
AND DIGITAL ETHICS

Joseph Longo ASIC Chair since June 2021
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How China Governs Big Tech and Regulates Artificial Intelligence
9 May 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a lecture on
‘How China Governs Big Tech and Regulates Artificial Intelligence’ China has long been recognised as a powerhouse in cultivating
Big Tech firms that rival those in the United States. However, the Chinese government recently embarked on a massive regulatory
crackdown, targeting its largest tech corporations. In this lecture, Associate Professor Angela Zhang from The University of Hong
Kong discussed beyond the headlines to unravel the complexity of China’s regulatory governance, drawing insights from her
book, High Wire: How China Regulates Big Tech and Governs Its Economy.

The Future of Legal Practice in the Face of Al
14 May 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a seminar
on ‘The Future of Legal Practice in the Face of Al Today’s legal teams are wrestling with a wide array of challenges stemming
from changes in the workforce and workforce law. Economic uncertainty, changing attitudes toward social equity and wealth,
aging populations, availability of remote work options and rapidly advancing technology are all having profound effects on the
workplace, leading to evolving approaches to regulation and new dynamics in the balance of power between management and
workers. In this seminar, raising the question ‘what will be the long-term impacts?’ Stuart Fuller, Global Head of Legal Services at
KPMG International, discussed the top 10 predictions.

The Perennial Problem of Complexity

22 May 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a public
lecture titled ‘The Perennial Problem of Complexity’, delivered by Justice David Goddard. In this lecture, Justice Goddard
examined the concept of legislative complexity, particularly focusing on the aspects that warrant concern. He argued that
the primary focus should be on the interfaces through which the law’s ultimate audiences—citizens, businesses, and other
stakeholders—interact with legislation and come to understand its implications for them.

‘Systems Intentionality’: A New Model of Corporate Responsibility
23 May 2024

The Corporate Law and Financial Regulation Program of the Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law hosted a seminar exploring

a new model of corporate responsibility entitled ‘Systems Intentionality, which offers a principled and practical way forward for
corporate governance, regulation, and liability purposes. The seminar was delivered by Professor Elise Bant (UWA) and explored
the model in relation to a range of topical case studies, including the recent Victorian Royal Commission into the Casino Operator
and Licence, in which the model was adopted and applied to striking effect.

Demystifying Generative Al

30 May 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a
conversation about demystifying the generative Al stack: ‘What are the current capacities? What is possible and what is not?’
CAIDE Director Professor Jeannie Paterson was joined by Lee Hickin, Al Technology & Policy Lead, Asia, Microsoft and Anna Jaffe,
Policy, Regulatory Affairs and Responsible Tech, Atlassian to discuss these fascinating questions and more.
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The Perils of Using Capital Requirements in the Transition to a Greener Economy
14 June 2024

The Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law MCCL and the Asian Law Centre hosted a roundtable at which Nydia Remolina,
Assistant Professor of Law, Singapore Management University, presented on ‘The Perils of Using Capital Requirements in the
Transition to a Greener Economy’. The roundtable, which was attended by academics, practitioners and regulators, discussed the
most effective ways to enhance sustainable development through sectoral regulations, including financial regulation.

Nudge versus Sludge: The Great Greenwashing and the Failure of Corporate Regulation
19 June 2024

Professor Christine Parker of Melbourne Law School presented on ‘The Great Greenwashing and the Failure of Corporate
Regulation’. In this seminar, Professor Parker examined how greenwashing exploits citizens’ desire to do good by portraying
corporations as socially and environmentally responsible actors capable of addressing global heating, the plastic waste crisis,
and the need for a green, circular economy. Drawing on socio-legal research and the concept of ‘ecological regulation’, Professor
Parker critically evaluated the effectiveness of consumer law enforcement and Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)
disclosure regimes in countering this pervasive issue.

Visit by Delegation from the Bankruptcy Affairs Administration of Shenzhen Municipality
19 July 2024

Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law hosted a delegation from the Bankruptcy Affairs Administration of Shenzhen Municipality,
China. The purpose of their visit was to learn about Australia’s experience with personal bankruptcy. The Bankruptcy Affairs
Administration of Shenzhen Municipality was established in 2021 under the direct supervision of the Justice Bureau of Shenzhen
Municipality. It serves as the official government agency responsible for overseeing and implementing the pilot program on
personal bankruptcy in China. The delegation was welcomed by Professor Andrew Godwin of Melbourne Law School, followed by
presentations from Judicial Registrar Robyn Curnow of the Federal Court of Australia, Jordan Schulz of the Victorian Bar, and Dr
Lucie O’Brien, Postdoctoral Fellow at Melbourne Law School. The presentations were followed by a Q&A session.
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Book Launch: Damian Clifford Data Protection Law and Emotion
25 July 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a book
launch of Damian Clifford’s Data Protection Law and Emotion (Oxford University Press, 2024). This engaging new publication
examines the effectiveness of data protection law through the innovative lens of law and emotion scholarship. Highlighting the
pivotal role of emotions in our decision-making, the book delves into the complexities of data protection laws using Emotional
Artificial Intelligence as a case study.

What Ever H n Australia’s Inheritance Taxes?
6 August 2024

The Tax Law and Policy Group of the Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law hosted a seminar exploring Australia’s inheritance
taxes. Since the publication of the Henry Tax Review, there have been increasing calls for the reintroduction of inheritance taxes
in Australia. These have been matched by anti-death-tax rhetoric from the political right. Anyone arguing for or against the
reintroduction of inheritance taxes in Australia would benefit from understanding the reasons why they were abolished; however,
existing literature on this topic is narrow and incomplete and the reasons are broadly misunderstood. This seminar explained
why Australian ‘death duties’ were discontinued by eight separate Australian governments between 1976 and 1983. It identified
two main interest groups - widowed women and family farmers — whose appeals for tax relief engaged Australia’s major political
parties in very different ways. The seminar concluded with a reflection on the political feasibility of reintroduction.

BIICL Toolbox on Corporate Climate Litigation: Australia National Conference & Oceania Regional
mmi
6 August 2024

To mark the launch of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law’s (BIICL) Global Toolbox on Corporate Climate
Litigation, Melbourne Climate Futures (MCF) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law hosted a closed session designed to
inform and train users in Australia and Oceania on how to best implement the research and guidelines presented in the Toolbox.
The roundtable was presented in two sessions. The first session, ‘Promising Directions in Corporate Climate Litigation, featured a
general discussion about the nature of corporate climate litigation. The second session, ‘Corporate Climate Litigation in Practice),
focused more on current issues in practice in corporate climate litigation.

Contract Law in the Age of Generative Artificial Intelligence

7 August 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a public
lecture titled ‘Contract Law in the Age of Generative Artificial Intelligence’ We live in a time when the digital has become truly
ubiquitous. Business and commercial activities are pursued using a variety of technologies and related applications. The pace of
this adoption and innovation is often staggeringly quick, leading many to query whether the rules and principles that collectively
make up contract law - a cornerstone of modern commerce - are ‘keeping up’ with external developments. The lecture
interrogated this question of alignment between contract law and the activities it regulates by drawing on the paradigm-shifting
example of Generative Al to assess contract law’s inherent flexibility and ability to respond to challenges posed by the advent of
new technologies.
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Joseph Stiglitz: Tax, Justice and the Good Society
8 August 2024

Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a public conversation with Professor Joseph E. Stiglitz (Columbia University), in
collaboration with the Melbourne Social Equity Institute and the Faculty of Business and Economics, supported by the Australia
Institute. This thought-provoking discussion, ‘Tax, Justice and the Good Society’, attracted over 400 attendees. Professor Stiglitz
and Associate Professor Kathryn James explored the role of taxation in addressing inequality, fostering justice, and building a
better society.
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Professor Joseph E Stiglitz and Associate Professor Professor Miranda Stewart, Joseph E Stiglitz and
Kathryn James Associate Professor Kathryn James

Demystifying Trustworthy Al in Cybersecurity: Public and Private Sector Perspectives
8 August 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a public
lecture titled ‘Demystifying Trustworthy Al in Cybersecurity: Public and Private Sector Perspectives’ In the face of rapid
technological changes and incessant cyber-attacks, how do we think strategically about the role of Al in cybersecurity, create
trustworthy Al in that capacity, and close the defender’s deficit in our private and public sector organisations? Tracey Malmborg
(Data and Analytical Services, Australian Signals Directorate), Daniella Traino (Group Chief Information Security Officer,
Wesfarmers), and Andrejka Kapusta (Legal Counsel, OneDigital) discussed the role of Al in cybersecurity.

Sir George Turner Lecture 2024

13 August 2024

Professor Allison Herren Lee, former Acting Chair of the US Securities and Exchange Commission, delivered the Sir George Turner
Lecture on ‘Risk & Regulation in Sustainability: Global Lessons for Australia’ on 13 August in Melbourne and 15 August in Sydney.
The lecture was followed by a panel discussion with Professor Rosemary Addis AM. Professor Herren Lee addressed challenges
such as climate change, economic transitions, and shifting expectations around corporate responsibility. The lecture was chaired
by MCCL Director, Professor Rosemary Langford.
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Navigating China’s Regulatory Approach to Generative Al
2 September 2024

The Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics (CAIDE) and Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law co-hosted a
presentation by Professor Mimi Zou of the University of New South Wales on ‘Navigating China’s Regulatory Approach to
Generative Al’ Professor Zou discussed efforts by Mainland China to control Al risks, including cybersecurity and information
content security risks, and the possibility that Mainland China will introduce an EU-style Al Act in the near future.

Taxation: Digitalisation with the Human Touch
18 September 2024

The 18th Annual Tax Lecture was delivered by the new Commissioner of Taxation leading the Australian Taxation Office, Mr Rob
Heferen. Commissioner Heferen presented on ‘Taxation: Digitalisation with the Human Touch’ He examined how automation

and digitalisation enhance tax administration while posing questions about ensuring fairness and maintaining human-centred
public service. The lecture was attended by 124 participants, including scholars, practitioners, and students and was chaired by
Professor Miranda Stewart, Associate Director of the Tax Law and Policy Program. The vote of thanks was delivered by Dr Julianne
Jaques KC.

The Future of Judicial Independence

16 October 2024

The Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law and the Centre for Comparative Constitutional Studies co-hosted a special lecture
by Judge Duro Sessa, titled ‘The Future of Judicial Independence’. The Hon Tony Pagone AM KC chaired this lecture. The
International Association of Judges (‘IAJ’) was founded in 1953 and aims to defend the independence of the judiciary, as an
essential requirement of the judicial function and guarantee of human rights and freedoms. In this lecture, the current President
of the IAJ, Judge Duro Sessa, reflected on the importance of this principle and on contemporary challenges.

Corporate Purpose Beyond Borders
29 October 2024

The Corporate Law and Financial Regulation Program of the Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law hosted a webinar with
Professor Dan W Puchniak (Singapore Management University) and Assistant Professor Roza Nurgozhayeva (Nazarbayev
University) with Professor Rosemary Langford (Melbourne Law School) to discuss ‘corporate purpose’ - a debate that has
captured the attention of academics, lawyers, policymakers, and entrepreneurs around the world. Leading corporate governance
scholars see it as one of the ‘hottest public policy issues’ of our time. Governments have embraced legislation to make
corporations more purposeful and financial titans have pledged over 100 trillion dollars under their management to foster a
broader conception of corporate purpose globally. The realisation that climate change is likely the issue of the century and that
any chance of successfully addressing it will require a change in the way corporations are governed seems to justify the attention
that the corporate purpose debate is receiving. The presenters argued that the corporate purpose debate has largely been built
on an understanding of corporate law and governance that is local, i.e., jurisdiction-bound, while the issue of climate change is
global - pollution does not respect jurisdictional borders.
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Fifth John Emerson Oration
13 November 2024

The fifth John Emerson Oration, delivered by Emeritus Professor Myles McGregor-Lowndes, explored ‘From Frontierland to
Tomorrowland: A Magical Journey Through the Four Enchanted Realms of Unincorporated Associations’. Professor McGregor-
Lowndes discussed the history, emerging forms, and reforms of unincorporated associations. Professor McGregor-Lowndes’
observations on decentralised autonomous organisations (DAOs) were particularly interesting.

2024 Harold Ford Memorial Lecture: Company Law and Trusts Law: The Use and Misuse of Principle
20 November 2024

The Hon. Justice Mark Leeming presented the 2024 Harold Ford Memorial Lecture, ‘Company Law and Trusts Law: The Use and
Misuse of Principle’ The lecture attracted a wide audience and explored the historical evolution of modern company law and its

interplay with trust law principles, with a particular focus on recovery of company property improperly disposed of by directors.
Redmond Barry Distinguished Emeritus Professor lan Ramsay AO also paid tribute to Professor Harold Ford AM on the 50th
anniversary of Professor Ford’s celebrated textbook on Corporations Law. This lecture was a collaboration between Clayton Utz
and Melbourne Law School and MCCL is grateful for Clayton Utz’s ongoing sponsorship.

Professor Rosemary Langford and
The Hon. Justice Mark Leeming

The Hon. Justice Mark Leeming Emeritus Professor lan Ramsay AO

2024 Asia-Pacifi ium of th rnal of Private International Law
5-6 December 2024

Professor Richard Garnett, joint Associate Director of the Construction Law and Commercial Arbitration Program hosted the

2024 Asia-Pacific Colloguium of the Journal of Private International Law at the University of Melbourne. Eighteen scholars and
practitioners from Australia, Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan, and New Zealand came together to present and discuss papers on key
questions of private international law in a supportive and engaging atmosphere.

Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law Annual Report 2024 | 19


https://law.unimelb.edu.au/centres/mccl/news-and-events/past-events/past-events-2024/5th-john-emerson-oration
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/centres/mccl/news-and-events/past-events/past-events-2024/2024-harold-ford-memorial-lecture
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/centres/mccl/news-and-events/past-events/past-events-2024/2024-asia-pacific-colloquium-of-the-journal-of-private-international-law

Visitors

In 2024 MCCL hosted a number of visitors including:

«  Professor Peter Harris from the University of Cambridge;

«  Professor David Duff from the University of British Columbia;
«  MrHeydon Wardell-Burrus from the OECD;

«  Professor Marcello Poggioli from the University of Padova;

«  DrDhruv Janssen-Sanghavi from the Netherlands.

MCCL Legal Internship Program

The Corporate Law and Financial Regulation Program was pleased to welcome the first MCCL Legal Intern, Kinnie Leung, a third-
year JD student, in Semester 2, 2024. Kinnie interned with MCCL as part of her Legal Internship subject. Under the supervision of
Professor Andrew Godwin, Kinnie engaged in a variety of activities, including contributing to an MCCL research project focused
on reforms to the legislative and regulatory framework to accommodate decentralised autonomous organisations (DAOs). Kinnie
describes herinternship experience at MCCL as ‘an engaging and educational opportunity to learn in a dynamic environment.
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Research

MCCL members and research programs conduct research from legal, regulatory, policy and perspectives on a wide range of
projects. In 2024, MCCL members across our specialist research programs carried out work on projects funded by more than $2
million in external grant funding, including from the Australian Research Council (ARC).

Grants and projects

Centre researchers carried out important research projects funded by external grants or consultancies, across a range of topics
ranging from not-for-profits to taxation of wealth, consumer protection to financial exclusion, road infrastructure and cyber
technology.

Harmful Financial Products: Analysis of Their Impact and Regulation (2016-2022)

Associate Professor Paul Ali (Chief Investigator), Emeritus Professor lan Ramsay AO(Chief Investigator) and Dr Lucinda O’Brien
conducted this research project, supported by an ARC Linkage Grant ($620,000), in partnership with five leading non-profit
organisations: Consumer Action Law Centre, Financial Counselling Australia, Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand, Mallee
Family Care and WEstjustice. Harmful financial products pose a significant threat to the wellbeing of Australian consumers.

In recent years, Australia has witnessed the emergence and proliferation of non-mainstream, or ‘fringe’ financial products.
According to consumer advocates, providers of some of these products generate substantial profits by taking advantage of
their customers, charging above-market prices, high interest rates and unconventional, ad hoc fees. There is evidence that such
products serve to entrench the disadvantage of consumers who are already marginalised.

Further publications arising from the project appeared in 2024. They included a substantial empirical study of buy-now-pay-later,
utilising the research team’s online surveys and focus groups; a study of government debt collection, drawing on the findings of
the Royal Commission into the Robodebt Scheme; and the first scholarly analysis of pawnbroking to be published in Australia.

In 2024, the project produced the following publications:

+  O’Brien, Lucinda and Vivien Chen, ‘Without Stronger Action, Robodebt Could Happen Again’ (Pursuit, 10 September 2024)
«  O’Brien, Lucinda and Vivien Chen, ‘Government Debt Collection After Robodebt’ (Australian Public Law Blog, 20 August 2024)

« O’Brien, Lucinda, Vivien Chen, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ‘Government Debt Collection After Robodebt’ (2024) 52(3) Australian

Business Law Review 130

«  O’Brien, Lucinda, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ¢ I ind J
Empirical Study’ (2024) 47(2) University of New South Wales Law Journal 657

«  OBrien, Lucinda, ‘Australia’s Pawnbrokers Are Too Lightly Regulated and That’s a Problem’ (Pursuit, 12 June 2024)

«  OBrien, Lucinda, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ‘Lending on the Edge: Pawnbroking in Australia’ (2024) 43(1) University of

Queensland Law Journal 1

«  O’Brien, Lucinda, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ¢
(Oxford Business Law Blog, 12 January 2024)
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Financial Exclusion, Poor Insurer Practices and Consumer Protection Project
(2018-2023)

Associate Professor Paul Ali and Professor Emeritus lan Ramsay AO led this ARC Discovery Project ($358,916) with research fellow
Evgenia Bourova. General insurance encompasses three products — building, home contents and motor vehicle insurance — that
are considered essential to financial inclusion in Australia. These products allow consumers to accumulate important assets
while knowing that they are protected against loss or damage from fire, flooding or theft. This project is Australia’s first large-scale
empirical study examining financial exclusion and lack of access to general insurance, as well as poor insurer practices in selling
insurance and handling claims. Through surveys and interviews, the project also aims to evaluate the effectiveness of the legal
protections for consumers of general insurance.

The project is now in its third stage, which involves the preparation of publications drawing on the findings of the empirical study,
and where relevant, making recommendations for law and policy reform.

In 2024, the project produced the following publications:

+  Bourova, Evgenia, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ‘Unaffordable, Untrustworthy or Unn ry? R ns for Foregoing Buildin
Hom ntents, an mprehensiv rinsurance in Di r-Prone Australia’ (2024) 27(3) Risk Management and Insurance
Review 331

+  Bourova, Evgenia, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, “Fledgling Financial N " Affordability and Attit Drivers of Nonin
Among Young Australians’ (2024) Economic Papers 145

Submissions:

«  Bourova, Evgenia, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, Submission to the Senate Standing Committee on Economics Inquiry into Insurers’
Response to 2022 Major Floods Claims (Report, 24 May 2024)

Sharing the Wealth: Tax and Justice in the Slow Growth Era (2021-2024)

Professor Miranda Stewart led this ARC Discovery Project ($309,000) with Associate Professor Daniel Halliday (Political
Philosophy, Faculty of Arts) and international partners Professor Liam Murphy (New York University School of Law) and Professor
Miranda Fleischer (University of San Diego School of Law). Monica Hope is the PhD Candidate on this project, researching wealth
taxation and progressivity. The researchers would like to acknowledge and pay their respects to Professor Emeritus Geoffrey
Brennan (Australian National University), an original Chief Investigator in this project, who passed away in 2022 and is sadly
missed.

The project aims to address fundamental problems of injustice in taxation emerging in the transition to a slow-growth economy
in Australia and globally. The project applies interdisciplinary approaches to generate new knowledge that aims to update
frameworks for justice in taxation, refreshing outdated 20th-century ethical and legal approaches. Collaborative legal and
philosophy analysis by leading scholars in Australia and the United States will respond to contemporary conditions of slow
growth, wage stagnation, wealth inequality, population aging and longevity. Project outcomes will include tax reform proposals
to benefit policymakers and enrich public debate on tax justice for 21st-century economic and fiscal conditions.
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Negotiated Enforcement: Regulatory Power and Corporate Misconduct in the Financial
Sector Project (2019-2024)

Professor Emeritus lan Ramsay AO (Chief Investigator), with Miranda Webster, Lloyd Freeburn and George Gilligan, carried out
research on this ARC Discovery Project ($311,000). Enforcement outcomes are often the result of negotiations between regulators
and alleged wrongdoers. These negotiations may, for example, result in the regulator not pursuing litigation against the alleged
wrongdoer and, in return for acknowledging past misconduct and some form of promise in relation to future conduct, the alleged
wrongdoer receives a reduced sanction. Regulators rely on negotiations with alleged wrongdoers to respond to misconduct,
impose sanctions and promote responsible behaviour. However, there is concern about the increasing preference of regulators
to use negotiated enforcement rather than litigation to counter serious misconduct in the financial sector. An over-reliance on
negotiated enforcement raises concern where these practices: lack transparency; are inefficient; fail to deter misbehaviour; and
operate to subvert individual justice. This project evaluates these issues by examining enforcement strategies by the Australian
Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) that involve negotiations with alleged wrongdoers and the factors that are
relevant to ASIC when it pursues negotiations.

In 2024, the project produced the following publications:

«  Freeburn, Lloyd and lan Ramsay, ‘How is ASIC Enforcing the New Financial Pr: Design and Distri
(2024) 52 Australian Business Law Review 263

«  Ramsay, lan and Miranda Webster, ‘The Origins, Evolution and Merits of the Civil Penalty Regimes Enforced by the Australian
Securities and Investments Commission’ (2024) 40 Company and Securities Law Journal 261

«  Ramsay, lan and Miranda Webster, ‘Enforcement Action Against Company Directors and Officer the Australian riti
and Investments Commission’ (2024) 45 Company Lawyer 399

«  Freeburn, Lloyd and lan Ramsay, ‘A “Eailur Prevent” Offence for Corporations in Australia’ (2024) 35(7) International
Company and Commercial Law Review 359

«  Freeburn, Lloyd and lan Ramsay, ‘The Use of Public Warning Notices by ASIC - Should the | aw be Reformed?’ (2024) 32(2)

Australian Journal of Competition and Consumer Law 87

«  Freeburn, Lloyd and lan Ramsay, The A ment rts of the Appropriaten f Agr Penalties in Civil Penalt
Proceedings’ (2024) 11 Journal of Civil Litigation and Practice 80

Reforming the Goods and Services Tax (2019-2025)

Associate Professor Kathryn James is conducting this ARC Discovery Early Career Researcher Award funded project, which aims
to respond to the rapid erosion of Australia’s revenue sources by addressing the future of the Goods and Services Tax (GST). The
Australian GST taxes less than half of consumer spending and up to $4.5 billion is lost to avoidance and evasion each year. This
project expects to generate new knowledge in tax law and policy by using an innovative approach to assess whether possible
reform options are viable, sustainable and equitable. Expected outcomes of this project include the formulation of achievable
and defensible options that offer a clear path forward on GST reform. This should provide significant benefits to the community
by contributing to a fairer and more sustainable tax system capable of meeting the needs of all Australians.

Building Resilient Legal Advice for Cyber and Critical Technologies in Viet Nam
(2023-2024)

This initiative was funded by the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Cyber and Critical Technology Cooperation
Program and continues the work of the Ninian Stephan Law Program: New Legal Thinking for Emerging Technologies. It is led by
Professor Jeannie Marie Paterson, with Dr Fahimeh Abedi, Professor Tim Miller, Ms Gabby Bush and Ms Nhung Nguyen Thi.
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Publications

Books (authored and edited)

Christie, Andrew, et al (eds), [ntellectual Property: Cases, Materials and Commentary (LexisNexis, 7th ed, 2024)
Godwin, Andrew et al (eds) Sackville & Neave Australian Property [ aw (LexisNexis, 12th ed, 2024)

Book Chapters

Chia, Hui and Jeannie Paterson, ‘The Corporate Fvil of Unsafe Products, in Penny Crofts (ed), £vil Corporations: Law, Culpability
and Regulation (Routledge, 2024)

Godwin, Andrew, ‘Creating New Markets through Financial and Legal Services: Australia and the Middle East’ in Hossein Esmaeili,
Vivienne Brand and Susan L Karamanian (eds), International Trade with the Middle East and North Africa: Legal, Commercial, and
Investment Perspectives (Routledge, 2024)

Jessup, Brad and Christine Parker, Taka
Rogers and M Maloney (eds), The Anthropocene Judgments Project: Future proofing the Common Law (Routledge 2024)

Paterson, Jeannie and Elise Bant, ‘Lloyds Bank L td v Bundy: The Influence of the Omnibus Principle of Unequal Bargaining

Power’ in Jodi Gardner & lain Ramsay (eds), Landmark Cases in Consumer Law (Hart Publishing, 2024) 189

Paterson, Jeannie and Elise Bant, ive Design and th ification Project” in KV Krishnaprasad, Niranjan Venkatesan,
Shivprasad Swaminathan and Umakanth Varottil (eds), Foundations of Indian Contract Law (Oxford University Press, 2024) 22

Paterson, Jeannie and Yvette Maker, ‘Consumer Protection Law and Al’ in Ernest Lim and Phillip Morgan (eds) The Cambridge
Handbook of Private Law and Artificial Intelligence (Cambridge University Press, 2024) 113

Prictor, Megan, ‘Hackers and Hacked: How Does Data Breach Notification Law R nd to and Remedy Health Data Breach
in the Asia-Pacific?” in Edward Dove (ed) Confidentiality, Privacy, and Data Protection in Biomedicine: International Concepts and
Issues (Routledge, 2024) 34

Stewart, Miranda,

31X 3 J ire’ in Marian Baird, Elizabeth
Hill and Sydney Colussi (eds) Ata Tum/ng Point (Sydney UmversH:y Press, 2024) 145

Stewart, Miranda and Prasanna Nidumolu, ‘International Tax Law and Development’ in Ruth Buchanan, Luis Eslava and Sundhya
Pahuja (eds), The Oxford Handbook of International Law and Development (Oxford University Press, 2024) 407

Taylor, Mark, ‘Public Inter nd Trustworthiness: Connecting th n hrough R n ification for Non

nterference with Medical Confidentiality’ in Edward Dove (ed), Confidentiality, Privacy, and Data Protection in Biomedicine:

International Concepts and Issues, (Routledge, 2024)
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Journal Articles

Angus, Daniel, et al (Christine Parker), *
(2024) 53(5) Journal of Advertising 661

Bell, Matthew, Vi
Construction Law Bulletin 62

te?’ (2024) 33(8) Australian

Bourova, Evgenia, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ‘Unmet Need for Building, Hom ntents an mprehensive Car Insuran
i ians: indi i ’(2024) 46(2) Sydney Law Review 165

Bourova, Evgenia, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, * ? Reasons for Foregoing Building

Home Contents, and Comprehensive Car Insurance in Disaster-Prone Australia’ (2024) 27(3) Risk Management and Insurance
Review 331

Bourova, Evgenia, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, “E ing Financial N » Affordability and Atti Drivers of Noninsuran

Among Young Australians’ (2024) 43(2) Economic Papers 145

Clarke, Julie ‘Australia’s Merger Revolution’ (2024) 32(4) Australian Journal of Competition and Consumer Law 298

Coghlan, Simon, and Christine Parker, ‘Helping and not Harming Animals with A’ (2024) 37 Philosophy & Technology 19

Davies, Tazman, et al (Paula O’Brien),
43(7) Drug and Alcohol Review 1705

Davies, Tazman, et al (Paula O’Brien), * timal Uptake and Placement of a Mandatory Alcohol Pregnancy Warning Label in
Australia’ (2024) 135 International Journal of Drug Policy 135

Elphinstone, Brad, et al (Mark Taylor), ‘Towards a Trusted Genomics Repository: Identifying Commercialisation Fears and
Preferred Forms of Gavernance across Segments of the Community’ (2024) 34(3) Public Understanding of Science 325

Fairgrieve, Duncan, et al (Jeannie Paterson), * " (2024) 73(2)

International & Comparative Law Quarterly 477

Freeburn, Lloyd and lan Ramsay, ‘The Use of Public Warning Notices by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission -
Should the L aw Be Reformed? (2024) 32(2) Australian Journal of Competition and Consumer Law 87

Freeburn, Lloyd and lan Ramsay, ‘How is ASIC Enforcing the New Financial Product Design and Distribution Obligations?’ (2024)

52 Australian Business Law Review 263

Freeburn, Lloyd and lan Ramsay, * J
Proceedings’ (2024) 11 Journal of Civil Litigation and Practice 80

Freeburn, Lloyd and lan Ramsay, ‘A ‘Failure to Prevent’ Offence for Corporations in Australia’ (2024) 35(7) International Company

and Commercial Law Review 359
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00913367.2024.2394156
https://minerva-access.unimelb.edu.au/items/f895fefa-b976-4e78-9206-66088c0245ee/full
https://openjournals.library.sydney.edu.au/SLR/article/view/20195
https://openjournals.library.sydney.edu.au/SLR/article/view/20195
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rmir.12284
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rmir.12284
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1759-3441.12411
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1759-3441.12411
https://findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/scholarlywork/2014647-australia%27s-merger-revolution
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13347-024-00712-4
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dar.13935
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395924003451?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395924003451?via%3Dihub
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/09636625241286369
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/09636625241286369
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-and-comparative-law-quarterly/article/product-liability-and-online-marketplaces-comparison-and-reform/1CB76B1CD3951B6AF767A71E9BE5D032
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4893457
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4893457
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5067830
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4815916
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4815916
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4893448

Goswami, Debaranjan, and Andrew Godwin, ‘India’s Journey towards Cross-Border Insolvency Law Reform’ (2024) 19(2) Asian

Journal of Comparative Law 197

Haas, Matilda et al (Megan Prictor), ‘Evaluation of CTRL: A Web Application for Dynamic Consent and Engagement with
Individuals Involved in a Cardiovascular Genetic Disorders Cohort’ (2024) 32 European Journal of Human Genetics 61

Hyatt, Amelia and Megan Prictor, ‘How "(2024) 19(1)

Communication and Medicine 86

Kuntsche, Emmanuel et al (Paula O’Brien), ‘Australia Needs to Better Regulate Alcohol Marketing in Films’ (2024) 44(1) Drug and

Alcohol Review 12

Lawrence, Mark, et al (Christine Parker) ‘An E ical Reorientation of th x Alimentari mmission H
Transform Food Systems’ (2024) Nature Food 557

Norman, Thomas et al (Paula O’Brien), ‘Regulating Alcohol Advertisi

Marketing: Challen n tions’ (2024) 31(1) Drugs: Education Prevention

O’Brien, Lucinda, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ‘Government Debt Collection rR t’ (2024) 53(3) Australian Business Law
Review 130

O’Brien, Lucinda, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ‘Innovation, Disruption and Consumer Harm in the Buy Now Pay | ater Industry: An
Empirical Study’ (2024) 47 University of New South Wales Law Journal 657

O’Brien, Lucinda, lan Ramsay and Paul Ali, ‘Lending on the Edge: Pawnbroking in Australia’ (2024) 43(1) The University of

Queensland Law Journal 1

O’Brien, Paula et al, ‘A Chance for ntries t rt lreland’s World-Leadin ncer Warning Labels for Alcohol Containers’
(2024) 44(2) Drug and Alcohol Review 385

Parker, Christine et al, ‘A
(2024) 32(4) Addiction Research & Theory 312

Paterson, Jeannie, ir Cu )
Development’ (2024) 52(1) University of Western Australia Law Review 53

Paterson, Jeannie, ‘Editorial - Consumer Protection Law in Australia’ (2024) 13(4) Journal of European Consumer and Market Law

Pettigrew, Simone et al (Paula O’Brien), ‘The Absence of Mandatory Pregnancy Warning Labels in Online Alcohol Purchasing
Contexts’ (2024) 43(5) Drug and Alcohol Review 1178

Pettigrew, Simone et al (Paula O’Brien), ‘“There’s Just a | ot of Numbers and | Just Want to Have a Drink”: The Challenge of
Communicating the Energy Content of Alcohol Products’ (2024) 205(1) Appetite 107700

.A‘._ D . . ) , “ ‘A

Prictor, Megan, Glyn Elwyn and Amelia Hyatt, ‘How Oft
Why? An Online Survey’ (2024) 5 PEC Innovation 100355

Ramsay, lan, ‘Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Publication of Prof r Harold Ford’s Principles of Company Law’ (2024) 7
Butterworths Corporation Law Bulletin 4
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/asian-journal-of-comparative-law/article/indias-journey-towards-crossborder-insolvency-law-reform/358135F0BED9AA9375F21913BAB56A73
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41431-023-01454-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41431-023-01454-1
https://utppublishing.com/doi/10.1558/cam.23424
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dar.13938
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-024-01009-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-024-01009-7
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09687637.2022.2148518
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09687637.2022.2148518
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4899861
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4635958
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4635958
https://search.informit.org/doi/epdf/10.3316/informit.T2024052900015191045648575
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dar.13977
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16066359.2023.2269852
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/UWALawRw/2024/20.html
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/UWALawRw/2024/20.html
https://kluwerlawonline.com/journalarticle/Journal%2Bof%2BEuropean%2BConsumer%2Band%2BMarket%2BLaw/13.3/EuCML2024021?utm
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dar.13836
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dar.13836
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dar.13836
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dar.13836
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772628224001031?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772628224001031?via%3Dihub
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4999938

Ramsay, lan and Miranda Webster, ‘The Origins, Evolution and Merits of the Civil Penalty Regimes Enforced by the Australian
rities and Investmen mmission’ (2024) 40(5) Company and Securities Law Journal 261

Ramsay, lan and Miranda Webster, ‘Enforcement Action in mpany Dir rs and Officer he Australian rities an
Investments Commission’ (2024) 45 Company Lawyer 399

Robinson, Ella et al (Christine Parker), ‘Putting You J
tainable F tems in Australia’ (2024) 124 Food Policy 102620

Sievert, Katherine et al (Christine Parker), ‘Grazing for Dollars: R nsible Investing for Healthy an tainable Animal
Agri re in Australia’ (2024) 42 Agriculture and Human Values 863

Sievert, Katherine et al (Christine Parker), ‘How Power in Corporate-In rial M hains En N ive Externalities:
Three Case Studies from Brazil, the US, and Australia’ (2024) 7(8) One Earth 1424

Stewart, Miranda, ‘The Future of Tax Jurisdiction’ (2024) Singapore Journal of Legal Studies 126

Thorburn, Megan, Bronwyn Weir and Matthew Bell, ‘Boulevards of Broken Dreams’ (March 2024) Law Institute Journal 18

Walshe, Jarrod et al (Mark Taylor), ° ) atu lisa
Biobank an nomic Data R itories’ (2024) 33(5) Public Understanding of Science 548

Reports, working papers and other publications
MCCL members participated in a range of projects for the community sector, the profession and government.

Angus, Daniel, et al (Christine Parker), ADM S Working Paper Series: The Australian A rvatory Technical and Data Report
(Report, 2024)

O’Brien, Paula, Heather Douglas and Charlotte Hock, ‘Cannabis Use during Pregnancy: Patterns and Potential Impacts on
Offspring and Maternal Health- Summary of the | iterature’ (Report, 2024)

Paula O’Brien, Christine Parker, Jeannie Paterson and Kim Weatherall, ‘Strategic Public Interest | itigation for Transparency.

nd A ntability of Harmful Digital Marketing: AR rcher-Regulator-Community Dial ’(2024) Academy of Social Sciences
Australia
Cigdem-Bayram, M, M Stewart, S Whelan and G Wood, (2024) ‘Decomposing Wealth Inequality in Australia 2006-2018’ Melbourne

Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research Working Paper 13/24
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https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4938113
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4938113
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5067951
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5067951
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919224000319?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919224000319?via%3Dihub
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10460-024-10642-8
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10460-024-10642-8
https://www.cell.com/one-earth/fulltext/S2590-3322(24)00329-4?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS2590332224003294%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
https://www.cell.com/one-earth/fulltext/S2590-3322(24)00329-4?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS2590332224003294%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
https://law1a.nus.edu.sg/sjls/articles/sjls-mar-24-126.pdf?utm_
https://minerva-access.unimelb.edu.au/items/16a025da-0dae-4c56-a5f1-05fb03e1d7df?utm_=
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/09636625241230864
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/09636625241230864
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/09636625241230864
https://figshare.unimelb.edu.au/articles/online_resource/Cannabis_Use_During_Pregnancy_Patterns_and_Potential_Impacts_on_Offspring_and_Maternal_Health_-_Summary_of_Literature/26087770
https://figshare.unimelb.edu.au/articles/online_resource/Cannabis_Use_During_Pregnancy_Patterns_and_Potential_Impacts_on_Offspring_and_Maternal_Health_-_Summary_of_Literature/26087770
https://socialsciences.org.au/workshop/transparency-and-accountability-of-harmful-digital-marketing/?utm_
https://socialsciences.org.au/workshop/transparency-and-accountability-of-harmful-digital-marketing/?utm_
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/publications/working-papers/search/result?paper=5169784&utm_

News Articles

Bromberg, Leo, Christine Parker and Simon Coghlan, ‘Animals in the Machine: Why the L aw N Pr Animals from Al’
(The Conversation, 1 October 2024)

Chia, Hui and Jeannie Paterson, ‘Corporations Are Putting Profits above the Safety of Women. And It’s Fvil’ (Pursuit, 5 July 2024)

Northcott, Tanita and Christine Parker, ‘Ju
Shows’ (The Conversation, 12 July 2024)

O’Brien, Lucinda, ‘Au
O’Brien, Lucinda and Vivien Chen, ‘Without Stronger Action, Robodebt Could Happen Again’ (Pursuit, 10 September 2024)
Parker, Christine, The Facebook Trick Online Gambling is Using to Target Australians’ (Pursuit, 5 February 2024)

Paterson, Jeannie, ‘Pi
February 2024)

Paterson, Jeannie, ‘So, You've Been Scammed by a Deepfake. What Can You Do? (The Conversation, 26 February 2024)

" (Pursuit, 8

Paterson, Jeannie, ‘Woolworths an A for A Mi ing Sh rs over the Pri
Products’ (The Conversation, 23 September 2024)

Paterson, Jeannie, ‘Do Recent Cla i 30ai issi ) ) I i i onger?’
(The Conversation, 10 October 2024)

Prictor, Megan, ‘MediSecure Data Breach: Why |s Health Data So [ ucrative for Hackers?’ (The Conversation, 20 May 2024)

Prictor, Megan, ‘A Giant Biotechnolog pa
Holds? (The Conversation, 18 October 2024)

Sievert, Katherine and Christine Parker, ‘Our Beef with “Big Meat”: The Power Per ing Australia’s Live Export Tr. | P
Elsewhere’ (The Conversation, 30 July 2024)

Social Media

The MCCL has a LinkedIn page to share research publications by MCCL members, publicise events hosted by the Centre, and
disseminate other research in the field of commercial law. The page currently has over 1,390 followers.
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https://theconversation.com/animals-in-the-machine-why-the-law-needs-to-protect-animals-from-ai-234176#:~:text=The%20unexpected%20impact%20of%20AI%20on%20animals%20with,the%20revised%20Australian%20Animal%20Welfare%20Strategy%2C%20coming%20soon.
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/corporations-are-putting-profits-above-womens-safety
https://theconversation.com/junk-food-is-promoted-online-to-appeal-to-kids-and-target-young-men-our-study-shows-234285
https://theconversation.com/junk-food-is-promoted-online-to-appeal-to-kids-and-target-young-men-our-study-shows-234285
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/australias-pawnbrokers-are-poorly-regulated-and-thats-a-problem
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/Without-stronger-action,-Robodebt-could-happen-again
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/the-facebook-trick-online-gambling-is-using-to-target-australians
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/picture-to-burn-the-law-probably-won-t-protect-taylor-or-other-women-from-deepfakes
https://theconversation.com/so-youve-been-scammed-by-a-deepfake-what-can-you-do-223299
https://theconversation.com/woolworths-and-coles-sued-by-accc-for-allegedly-misleading-shoppers-over-the-price-of-more-than-500-products-239585
https://theconversation.com/woolworths-and-coles-sued-by-accc-for-allegedly-misleading-shoppers-over-the-price-of-more-than-500-products-239585
https://theconversation.com/do-recent-class-actions-against-flex-commission-car-loans-mean-consumer-voices-are-getting-stronger-240795
https://theconversation.com/medisecure-data-breach-why-is-health-data-so-lucrative-for-hackers-230301
https://theconversation.com/a-giant-biotechnology-company-might-be-about-to-go-bust-what-will-happen-to-the-millions-of-peoples-dna-it-holds-241557
https://theconversation.com/a-giant-biotechnology-company-might-be-about-to-go-bust-what-will-happen-to-the-millions-of-peoples-dna-it-holds-241557
https://theconversation.com/our-beef-with-big-meat-the-power-perpetuating-australias-live-export-trade-is-at-play-elsewhere-235655
https://theconversation.com/our-beef-with-big-meat-the-power-perpetuating-australias-live-export-trade-is-at-play-elsewhere-235655
https://www.linkedin.com/company/18631920/admin/page-posts/published/

Selected Conference and Seminar
Presentations

Associate Professor Matthew Bell

«  ‘Contract Damages for Defective Construction Work: An Unsolvable Puzzle? Keynote speech to the International
Construction Law Conference, Santiago, Chile, 28 November 2024

Professor Rosemary Langford

«  ‘Corporate Purpose: Effecting Meaningful Change’, Keynote presentation to Sri Lanka Law College International Conference,
‘Law in the 21st Century: Exploring New Frontiers’, 28 Nov 2024

«  ‘Corporate Purpose: Meaningful Change or Marketing Tool, Understanding Corporate Purpose Conference, Victoria University
of Wellington, 11 July 2024

Professor Jeannie Marie Paterson

« ‘Al Deepfakes on the Web: The “Wicked” Challenges for Al Ethics, Law and Technology, Proceedings of the ACM Web
Conference 2024

Professor Miranda Stewart

« Justice Hill Memorial Lecture, Tax Summit Conference, hosted by The Tax Institute, Sydney, 11 September 2024

« Norwegian Aid and Development Agency (NORAD), Oslo, Norway, Key Issues in International Tax and Development, 19 June
2024

«  Research Seminar, ‘Territory and Tax Jurisdiction: Skirmishes in the Borderlands of the Tax State’, Paris One Sorbonne Faculty
of Law, France, 3 June 2024

« Bl Norwegian Business School, Public Lecture and Panel Discussion, ‘The Future of the Norwegian Tax System’, 29 May 2024
«  New South Wales Treasury, Seminar: Understanding Causes of Wealth Inequality, 19 March 2024 (with coauthors)

«  University of Melbourne, Leadership Forum, Panel, ‘Shifting Sands - the University in the Context of an Uncertain World’, 15
February 2024
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Editorial Positions

During 2024 academic members of the MCCL occupied editorial positions with a number of publications:

« Australian Business Law Review (Banking and Finance Subject Editor: Professor Andrew Godwin; member of the Editorial
Board: Associate Professor Paul Ali)

« Australian Construction Law Newsletter (Member of the Editorial Board: Associate Professor Matthew Bell)

« Australian Journal of Competition and Consumer Law (Restrictive Trade Practices Editor: Professor Julie Clarke)
«  Capital Markets Law Journal (Editorial Board: Associate Professor Paul Ali)

«  Commercial Law in Asia book series (Member of the Editorial Board: Professor Andrew Godwin)

« Company and Securities Law Journal (Editor, Directors’ Duties Section: Professor Rosemary Langford; Member of the
Editorial Board: Associate Professor Paul Ali and Emeritus Professor lan Ramsay AO)

«  Data Rights and Wrongs (Editorial Board: Professor Jeannie Marie Paterson)

«  Technology and Humans Journal; Cambridge Elements Data Rights and Wrongs (Editor: Professor Jeannie Marie Paterson)
«  Journal of the Australasian Tax Teachers Association (Member of the Editorial Board: Professor Miranda Stewart)

« Journal of Banking and Finance Law and Practice (Member of the Editorial Board: Associate Professor Paul Ali)

« Journal of Malaysian and Comparative Law (Subject Editor: Professor Andrew Godwin)

«  New Zealand Journal of Taxation Law and Policy (Member of the Editorial Board: Professor Miranda Stewart)

«  Review of International and European Economic Law (Member of the International Advisory Board: Professor Miranda
Stewart)

«  SSRN eJournal, Fiduciary Law (Member of the Editorial Advisory Board: Professor Rosemary Langford)
«  Tax Notes International, Council of Experts (Tax Analysts, USA): Professor Miranda Stewart
«  Building and Construction Law Journal (Editor for Victoria and Tasmania: Associate Professor Matthew Bell)

< World Tax Journal (Member of the Editorial Board: Professor Miranda Stewart)
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Awards

Melbourne Students and Alumni Excelled in Prestigious Construction Law Essay
Competition

We congratulated our students and alumni for receiving prizes and commendations in the 2024 Brooking Essay Prize offered by
the Society of Construction Law Australia:

«  Eleanor Clifford, whose paper written with Cara North, ‘Multi-
party and Multi-contract Arbitrations in Australia: A Perennial
Problem in Disputes involving Major Projects’ won the Brooking
Prize

«  Harris Ashton, whose paper ‘lllegality and Quantum Meruitin
Residential Construction Law’ won the Brooking Student Prize

«  Joanne Bourke and Peter Le, whose papers were highly
commended

«  Amala James, Catherine Williams and lan Thorpe, whose

papers were commended.
We are very proud of the contribution which has been made by University of Melbourne students and alumni to construction law

scholarship since our Master of Construction Law program was founded in 2000, including via the Brooking Prize. A list of student
published papers from the program can be found on the Centre’s website.
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https://www.scl.org.au/what-we-do/brooking-prize
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/centres/mccl/research/research-programs/construction-law/student-published-articles

Podcast: ‘Inside Commercial Law’

In 2023, the Centre launched a podcast series titled Inside Commercial Law. In 2024, seven episodes were posted, hosted by
our Construction Law Program Directors, Associate Professors Matthew Bell and Wayne Jocic. The episodes have aimed to
give listeners a sense not only of the diverse topics which the Centre and its research cover, but also to give insights into what
is covered in the classrooms of our commercial law-related Melbourne Law Masters subjects through interviews with those
subjects’ lecturers.

The 2024 episodes, therefore, covered topics from construction delay analysis to reliance damages, standard form contracts
to sustainable urban construction. Guests on the podcast—mostly Senior Fellows in the Melbourne law Maters—included legal

practitioners and academics from Australia, Canada, Dubai, and the UK.

The most popular 2023 podcasts illustrate the range of content from black-letter law to industry developments and best practice
for non-lawyers:

«  ‘The High Court’s Latest Take on Reliance Damages), by Professor Katy Barnett and Senior Fellow Trevor Thomas,
interviewed by Associate Professor Wayne Jocic;

«  ‘ANew Draft Australian Standard Construction Contract-AS4000: A Missed Opportunity’, by Senior Fellow Own Hayford,
interviewed by Associate Professor Matthew Bell; and

« ‘AlJourney through the “Middle End” of Construction Law and Practice’, by Senior Fellows Associate Professor Tina Funge
and David Ulrick, interviewed by Associate Professor Matthew Bell.

Fourteen podcasts are available via Spotify and Apple Podcasts. We look forward to bringing more podcasts to our audiences
across a wider range of research programs in the coming years.
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Celebrating 25 Years of
Construction Law Education at
Melbourne Law School

November 2024 marked the 25th anniversary of the Construction
Law Program at Melbourne Law School. The program now offers
over 20 specialised subjects each year across the Juris Doctor,
Melbourne Law Masters, and Master of Construction Management
programs. While the program has grown in scope, it remains
committed to fostering cross-disciplinary understanding and
advocating for the rational reform of construction-related legal
frameworks. The program’s impact extends beyond the classroom,
through several landmark research reports, a dedicated podcast,
unparalleled access to research resources, and over 100 articles
published by students. Read the full note about this anniversary
by Associate Professors Matthew Bell and Wayne Jocic, Directors
of Studies for Construction Law.

Site visit to new Parkville station 2023

Community Tax Project

The Centre is pleased to contribute to the work of the Communi

Tax Proj

, led by Associate Professor Kathryn James and

supported by the University of Melbourne’s Social Equity Institute. This played a leading role as a forum for the education of

community sector representatives on tax policy in Australia.
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https://socialequity.unimelb.edu.au/projects/community-tax-project

Melbourne Law School
Tax Clinic

The Melbourne Law School Tax Clinic continues to set the benchmark for student centred, impact driven clinical legal
education. As one of only 20 clinics in the National Tax Clinic network, it stands out for its collaborative model: JD students work
shoulder to shoulder with pro bono tax and legal professionals under the leadership of Clinic Principal Julian Panetta, providing
free, high quality advice to vulnerable Australians. During 2024, the Clinic assisted approximately 300 individuals and small
businesses.

Close mentoring relationships with pro bono practitioners also translated into tangible career outcomes: several clinic alumni
secured graduate roles with partner firms on the strength of their clinic experience.

In 2024, the Clinic’s effectiveness was emphatically recognised when it secured renewed Commonwealth funding through a
highly competitive national grant round. It also obtained an additional Australian Government grant to deliver tailored outreach
for Pacific Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) workers—broadening services to an underserved cohort.

Academic engagement amplifies our community impact. Under Professor Sunita Jogarajan’s supervision, JD students produced
research papers on tax residency, legal professional privilege, trust taxation, the general anti avoidance rule, and the employee-
contractor distinction, ensuring clinical insights inform leading scholarship and policy debate.

These achievements reflect the unwavering dedication of our volunteer professionals and the crucial support provided by
the Australian Government. Together, they enable our students to develop practice ready skills while advancing tax justice for
communities that need it most.

Key Service Areas Partner Organisations

+ Understanding correspondence with the Australian «  BDO Australia
Taxation Office (ATO) . Hall & Wilcox

«  Hardship applications «  Aptum Legal

«  Managing outstanding tax debts . Keypoint Law

«  Remission applications for interest and other charges . KPMG

«  Assistance with the preparation of income tax returns and
BAS

+  Pepperstone

+  Perigee Advisers Pty Ltd

+  Representation in dealings with the ATO ,
«  Pitcher Partners

«  Advice on tax residency o
. w

«  General advice on a variety of other tax-related matters.
«  Sladen Legal

«  Tradewise Solutions Chartered Accountants

«  Victorian BarDr Steven Stern
o DrSteven Stern
o PiotrKlank
o KhaiVYinLin
o Michael Wells
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Blogs and Media Engagement

In 2024, members of MCCL contributed to public debate and education through a wide range of print, radio, television and social
media channels, and in various blogs and publications. We highlight selected contributions and topics here.

Professor Jianlin Chen

«  Commented on ABC News that the fraud case involving a pastor using sermons to spruik investment in his cryptocurrency is
a case of ‘affinity fraud” marketing.

Dr Ben Hopper

«  Discussed the concept of the public domain with reporter Nat Kelly on ABC’s Behind the News.

Dr Lucinda O’Brien

«  Wasfeatured in the Sydney Morning Herald for her research on the pawnbroker industry. Dr O’Brien also spoke with 2GB
radio in Sydney on this topic.

+  Spoke to ABC Radio Canberra and wrote in Pursuit on aggressive State and Federal Government debt-collection tactics,
risking another Robodebt scenario.

« Wasfeatured in an article on Choice’s website encompassing her research on pawnbroking and her calls for reform.

«  Wasreferred to in the AER as the discussion surrounding loose regulations around pawnbrokers continued following the
research’s impact.

+  Spoke to AAP about her new research on pawn lending (co-authored with Paul Ali and lan Ramsay AO). The story was also
picked up by regional outlets including The Canberra Times, Perth Now, The lllawarra Mercury, the Border Mail, and
The Guardian.

Professor Christine Parker

« Unpacked the power of the meat industry to influence legislation and proposed new approaches to regulation in

The Conversation..

«  Had herresearch on junk food advertising reported in The New Daily, Bendigo Advertiser, The New Zealand Herald and
others, following her piece in The Conversation.

«  Wrote in Pursuit with Dr César Albarran-Torres about how some overseas online casinos are illegally targeting Australians
using Facebook ads - and it’s a big problem.
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-01-25/crypto-pastor-scams-followers-remodel-house/103380582
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/high/what-is-the-public-domain/103491136
https://www.smh.com.au/business/consumer-affairs/once-they-max-out-they-come-to-us-pawnbrokers-buoyed-by-cost-of-living-20240902-p5k74b.html
https://www.choice.com.au/money/credit-cards-and-loans/personal-loans/articles/pawnbroking-investigation
https://www.afr.com/companies/financial-services/cash-converters-a-cost-of-living-crisis-winner-as-revenue-rises-11pc-20240722-p5jvgs
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8668376/pawn-loans-driving-the-poor-further-into-poverty-study/
https://theconversation.com/our-beef-with-big-meat-the-power-perpetuating-australias-live-export-trade-is-at-play-elsewhere-235655
https://www.thenewdaily.com.au/finance/finance-news/2024/07/15/junk-food-giants-facebook-ads%5d
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/junk-food-is-promoted-online-to-appeal-to-kids-and-young-men-a-study-shows/IL34VL4AQRD2VBCBCGZAOL5QHE/
https://theconversation.com/junk-food-is-promoted-online-to-appeal-to-kids-and-target-young-men-our-study-shows-234285
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/the-facebook-trick-online-gambling-is-using-to-target-australians

Professor Jeannie Paterson
«  Spoke about subscription traps with ABC Radio Brisbane.

«  Discussed ‘digital humans’ used by Chinese tech firms in sectors like gaming, animation and entertainment on Singaporean
news outlet Channel News Asia and in a related YouTube video.

+  Wasfeatured in ABC Online in relation to the right to an extended warranty, central to a class action against Harvey Norman.
«  Discussed illusionary discounting with ABC Radio Brisbane.

+  Talked about tips for scientists to navigate Al and deepfakes with Nature.

«  Spoke to Ali Moore on ABC Melbourne Drive radio about how apps track us.

«  Spoke to ABC News Breakfast TV and ABC RN Drive about how businesses were unlikely to receive compensation for losses
following the CrowdStrike outage due to common contract exemptions.

«  Said there were calls for social media companies to watermark and use metadata to mark these images as Al-created after
AAP fact-checked social media user claims of before-and-after diet results with Al, often finding them misleading.

«  Discussed global approaches to the regulation of Al on ABC Chinese.
«  Discussed Australia’s online safety enforcement on ABC RN.

«  Said that ‘consumers still have protection rights even if warranties have expired, in discussing online-shopping returns on
Yahoo! Finance.

+  Discussed the US Department of Justice’s lawsuit against entertainment company Live Nation, which the department claims
has a monopoly over the live-music industry, on Tri Hack.

«  Discussed the class action against insurer IAG, which claims the company inflated premiums for customers unlikely to
consider alternative insurers, on ABC News Radio.

«  Said that ‘dynamic pricing should not be used for irrelevant or unfair considerations, on In The Black.

« Spoke with AAP and the Herald Sun, and was featured in a total of 19 media stories including in Radio National RN Drive,
Education HQ News, the Weekly Times and the Gold Coast Bulletin, discussing deepfakes and schoolchildren.

«  Emphasised the necessity of a multifaceted response to restrict the embedding of Al bias in The Australian Financial Review

«  Noted in The Conversation that legislation hasn’t caught up to the improving technology of ‘deepfakes, while discussing the
available compensation after a deepfake scam.

«  Discussed scammers using ‘bots’ to rapidly purchase concert tickets to sell for profits, and the lack of uniform anti-bot and
anti-scalping laws in Australia following the mass demand for popular electronic music artist Fred Again tickets in Australia
with Triple J’s Hack.

+  Said thatitis legal for businesses to not accept cash as AAP fact-checked Bob Katter’s claim that a café’s rejection of his cash
was illegal.
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-09-22/warranty-australian-consumer-law-customer-guarantee-/104369786
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-02521-3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qr3AoPW33ns
https://www.aap.com.au/factcheck/ai-experts-weigh-in-on-bogus-before-and-after-diet-images/
https://www.abc.net.au/chinese/2024-06-05/ai-safety-regulation-eu-act-us-china-seoul-summit-concerns/103926850
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/radionational-drive/1705/103941286
https://au.finance.yahoo.com/news/unhappy-with-your-temu-amazon-or-shein-purchase-theres-plenty-you-can-do-about-it-234436233.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9jb250ZW50LmlzZW50aWEuaW8v&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAANHE5YrUpcWZqpybbK-54ydlsTj8YfZDqBxl16Tm-0Fj3-89UIkwEttG7lBQg4y_uh7n3PtuLQaEeszxcHp-VLcza8E1UTx8rkWHvMZxNAa79nl3TbyjL5xUcwAETUjKRcpMCXg9BO-Dk3FjFszua4gbT-_E6l7KQxV4aedqhthm&guccounter=2
https://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/hack/103873524
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/am/insurance-giant-iag-faces-class-action-/103905954
https://intheblack.cpaaustralia.com.au/business-and-finance/how-dynamic-pricing-works
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=HSWEB_WRE170_a&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heraldsun.com.au%2Fvictoria-education%2Falarm-over-spike-in-ai-generated-deepfake-nudes-in-victorian-schools-calls-for-better-education%2Fnews-story%2F073637e3101423b27dbd7cdfc0fbfe76&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium&v21=GROUPA-Segment-2-NOSCORE
https://www.afr.com/technology/keep-ai-on-a-tight-leash-or-embed-bias-experts-say-20240312-p5fbu3
https://www.aap.com.au/factcheck/katter-wrong-with-claim-cafe-cant-refuse-cash/

«  Discussed legal responses to deep fake image abuse on ABC, particularly in light of fake images of Taylor Swift that flooded
social media.

«  Discussed the New York Times’ lawsuit against ChatGPT for using the publication’s articles to refine its Al systems with ABC
News TV.

+  Spoke on ABC Radio Melbourne and the Sydney Morning Herald on the hack in Victoria’s court system.

«  Appeared on ABC Breakfast commenting on Twitter’s decision to block users from searching Taylor Swift after Al-generated
explicit images of Swift were put on social media.

Professor Miranda Stewart

+  Appeared as a guest on ABC radio and podcast program The Minefield, to discuss why negative gearing policies elicit strong
reactions and raise ethical considerations for the state of the housing market.

Other Engagement

Members of the MCCL conduct a wide range of public policy, professional, not-for-profit and other engagement activities.
Policy, Law Reform and the Profession

MCCL members are strongly engaged in the profession and the community sector. This is well illustrated by Professor Miranda
Stewart’s visiting role in the Australian Treasury as a Visiting Principal Fellow for eight months during 2024, working with the

Revenue Group on tax policy. During the visit, Professor Stewart worked on the revision of the Stage 3 tax cuts and issues relating
to electric vehicle road user charging (the Vanderstock case), as well as a range of other tax policy topics.
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https://www.smh.com.au/national/victoria/victims-exposed-in-court-hack-unlikely-to-be-able-to-sue-legal-expert-20240104-p5ev6n.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-01-29/how-articifical-intelligence-is-fuelling-deepfake/103399964
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/theminefield/what-makes-negative-gearing-such-a-divisive-tax-policy-/104312642

Teaching

MCCL members teach in the JD, Masters and breadth programs at the Melbourne Law School and carry out a range of other

teaching and educational activities. We list here the subjects offered across these programs in 2024.

Subject Code

Commercial Data Law LAWS90213
Commercial Law in Practice LAWS90059
Construction Law LAWS50084
Consumer Law LAWS90197
Contract Law LAWS50029
Corporations Law LAWS50035
International Commercial Law & Disputes LAWS50094
Legal Research (Australian Corporate and Consumer Finance Law) LAWS50039
Mergers, Acquisitions & Capital Markets LAWS50108
MLS Tax Clinic LAWS90164
New Technology Law LAWS90107
Obligations LAWS50026
Remedies LAWS50036
Sustainability Business Clinic LAWS50126
Taxation Law and Policy LAWS50046

MCCL members teach across a wide range of undergraduate degrees at the University of Melbourne.

Subject Code

Al, Ethics and Law LAW10009
Consumer Law BLAW20003
Corporate Law BLAW20001
Principles of Business Law BLAW10001
Taxation Law | BLAW30002
Taxation Law I BLAW30003

38| Melbourne Centre for Commercial Law Annual Report 2024



Melbourne Law Masters

During 2024, more than 100 commercial law-related subjects were delivered in the Melbourne Law Masters, and a similar number
are set to be offered in 2025. A sense of the breadth and depth of subject offerings can be gained from the list of accredited
subjects for the Master of Commercial Law, covering topics from international arbitration to tax treaties, construction law to

consumer protection.

Students are also able to study these subjects via the Master of Laws or specialist Masters or Graduate Diplomas covering the four
research programs of our Centre. In turn, commercial lawyers and professionals in related fields have an unrivalled opportunity to
accelerate their knowledge by learning from leading academics and practitioners from across Australia and around the world in

our dedicated Masters classrooms.

For more information, please visit: https://law.unimelb.edu.au/study/masters

Professor Jeannie Paterson and Professor Julie Clarke lead the specialist Masters program in Competition and Consumer Law.

Professor Julie Clarke is also the Associate Dean (Teaching and Learning).

Subject

Australian Consumer Law

Australian Merger Law

Cartels

Competition in Digital Markets
Consumer Protection

Foundations: Competition Law & Economics
International Trade and Competition Law
Mergers

Regulating Al

Unilateral Conduct

ASEAN Competition Regmine

Asia-Pacific Comparative Consumer Law

Code

LAWST70380

LAWS90287

LAWS90064

LAWS90171

LAWS90070

LAWS90065

LAWS90095

LAWS90072

LAWS90165

LAWS90066

LAWS90278

LAWS90289

Lecturers/Coordinators
Jeannie Paterson, Hal Bolitho
Rhonda Smith

Julie Clarke, Jacqueline Ibrahim
Michal Gal

Luke Nottage, Ben Hopper
Rhonda Smith

Hassan Qugaya

David Reader

Jeannie Paterson

Rhonda Smith, Arlen Duke
Khatina Nawawi

Jodi Gardner
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Associate Professors Matthew Bell and Wayne Jocic lead the specialist Masters program in Construction Law.

Subject
Advanced Construction Law

Avoid and Manage Construction Disputes

Construction Contract Analysis and Drafting

Construction Dispute Resolution

Construction Law

Construction Law and Projects in Asia
Construction Risk

Global Perspectives on Construction Law
International Construction Law

Major Project Delivery: Legal Interfaces
Managing Legal Risk in Construction
Payment Matters in Construction Projects
Planning and Building Sustainable Cities
Principles of Construction Law

Public Private Partnerships Law
Remedies in the Construction Context
Residential Construction Law

Rethinking Construction Contracting Risk

Code

LAWS70128

LAWST70245

LAWS70270

LAWST70133

LAWS70176

LAWS90014

LAWS70149

LAWST70450

LAWS70139

LAWS90999

LAWST70441

LAWST70239

LAWS90029

LAWS70314

LAWS70113

LAWST70112

LAWS70329

LAWS90229
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Lecturers/Coordinators
Michael Earwaker, Trevor Thomas
David Opperman, Ashleigh Cole

Wayne Jocic

Andrew Stephenson, Dado Hrustanpasic,
Jey Nandacumaran

Phillip Greenham, Peter Williams AM, Trevor Thomas
Arthur Mclnnis, Paul Starr

Tony Horan, Callum Densley

Paul Tracey

Donald Charrett, Sharon Vogel
Jeremy Chenoweth, Kiri Parr

David Ulbrick, Tina Funge

John Baartz, David Campbell-Williams
Jody Williams, llsa Kuiper

Matthew Bell

Owen Hayford

Wayne Jocic, Katy Barnett

Matthew Bell

Phillip Greenham, Rebecca Dickson



Professor Rosemary Langford is the Director of Studies in the Commercial Law program of the Melbourne Law Masters.

Subject

Accounting for Commercial Lawyers

Civil Regulatory Litigation

Comparative Corporate Governance
Comparative Corporate Insolvency Law
Corporate Governance & Directors' Duties
Corporate Insolvency and Reconstruction
Principles of Corporate Law

Public M&A: Schemese of Arrangement
Shareholders’ Rights and Remedies
White Collar Crime

International Commercial Insurance Law

Code

LAWST70140

LAWS90204

LAWST70134

LAWS90112

LAWST70190

LAWST70240

LAWST70107

LAWST70316

LAWS70193

LAWST70385

LAWS90293

Lecturers/Coordinators
Richard Comerford, Noel Boys
John Middleton AM KC
Wen-Yu Wang

Aurelio Gurrea-Martinez
Elizabeth Boros KC, Bruce Dyer
Carl Moller SC

David Babovic

Greg Ahern, Jason Jordan
Elizabeth Boros KC

Stephen Speirs

Ozlem Giirses
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Associate Professor Paul Ali is the Director of Studies in the Banking and Finance Law program in the Melbourne Law Masters.

Subject Code Lecturers/Coordinators
Advanced Payment Devices and FinTech LAWS90081 Liran Haim

Banking and Secured Finance LAWST70206 Paul Ali

Blockchain and Cryptocurrency Law LAWS90169 Timothy Spangler
Cryptoassests in Global Context LAWS90216 Tatiana Dancy
Financial Crises: Policy and Regulation LAWS90300 Andrew Godwin
FinTech and Payments Law LAWS90237 Andrew Godwin

Hedge Funds and Private Equity Funds LAWST70420 Timothy Spangler
Impact Investing: Driving Change LAWS90254 Jan Job de Vries Robbe
International Financial System LAWS70110 Douglas Arner
International Financial Transactions LAWST70125 Andrew Godwin
International Sustainable Finance LAWS90144 Jan Job de Vries Robbe
Regulation of FinTech LAWS90110 Jane Winn
Superannuation Law LAWS70036 Michael Chaaya
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Professor Sunita Jogarajan is the Director of Tax and International Tax Studies in the Melbourne Law Masters.

Subject

Capital Gains Tax: Problems in Practice
Chinese Tax Law and Policy

Comparative Corporate Tax
Corporate Tax A

Corporate Tax B

Current Issues in International Tax
Foundations of Tax Law

Global Digital Tax

Goods and Services Tax

International Tax: Advanced Topics
International Tax: Principles, Structure
International Taxation in the US
Superannuation Law and Policy

Tax Administration

Tax Avoidance and Planning
Tax Litigation

Tax of Business and Investment Income

Tax of Innovation

Tax Policy

Tax Treaties: International Perspectives
Taxation of Small and Medium Enterprises

Transfer Pricing: Practice and Problems

Code
LAWS70081
LAWS90231

LAWST70009

LAWST70024

LAWS70008
LAWS90158
LAWST70323
LAWS90232
LAWS70031
LAWS90017
LAWS70006
LAWST70124
LAWS90239

LAWS90130

LAWST70005

LAWST70266

LAWST70002

LAWS90236
LAWST70319
LAWS90132
LAWST70049

LAWS70203

Lecturers/Coordinators
Michael Flynn KC, Anna Wilson
LiNa

Peter Harris

Frank O’Loughlin KC, Stewart Grieve,
Nasos Kaskani, Mia Clarebrough

Aldrin De Zilva

David Duff

David Babovic

Heydon Wardell-Burrus

Chris Sievers KC, Angela Lee KC
Mark Brabazon SC

David Watkins, Jonathan Hill
David Rosenbloom

Emily Millane

Ali Noroozi

Jennifer Davies SC, Tony Pagone AM KC,
Lachlan Molesworth

Eugene Wheelahan KC, Joel Phillips,
Melanie Baker KC

Michelle Herring, Tim Neilson,
David Vuong, Mark Gioskos

Michael Charles, Hank Schiberris, Piotr Klank
Paul Tilley

Dhruv Janssen-Sanghavi

Paul Hockridge, Mark Morris

Michael Kobetsky, Shannon Smit
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