MLS STUDENT LIFE ZiNe

1/2022
1

ARM WARMERS by Kate Fischer-Doherty, The Crafty Collective
Take part in and learn more about the Crafty Collective by joining this padlet:
https://unimelb.padlet.org/lawdigital/trjyqad278atu1uc

The first crafty meet-up for 2022 is on 16 March, in the enrichment centre. Come learn to knit.
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WELCOME BACK to Melbourne Law School, on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.
After two tough years for us all, the student experience at Melbourne Law School is about to go into overdrive.
Starting with this modest zine.
Student life is all about those things that happen at law school alongside your studies. The co-curricular, social,
skills development, volunteering opportunities available at law school are essential for you to get ready for, or
progress, a legal career.
We reckon Melbourne Law School has done a decent job at student life because of the hard work of many staff –
in careers, in academic skills, at the library, in experiential learning especially – and the fabulous contributions of
the student groups within the law school. The LSS, for instance, runs lots of comps and social events. We now
want to present student life to you as a central and vital part of the experience of studying at MLS that we think
it is. We want all MLS students, Masters and JD, to be able to tell a story about their time at MLS bringing
together curricular and co-curricular experiences.
Everyone’s MLS student life will be different because everyone will have different goals for their student life –
getting a dream job, forging networks and making friends, taking part in competitions, contributing to the
wellbeing and livelihoods of others, having a well-balanced, fun and social time.
The University has defined student life for graduate (Masters and JD) students as having four key aspects:
•

LASTING CONNECTIONS: with each other, with the discipline of study, and with your teachers

•

NETWORKS FOR FUTURE ACHIEVEMENT AND SOCIAL GOOD: especially networks that enable
students to refine civic, social, ethical and leadership capabilities.

•

An Australian university for the world: with ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES THAT BRING

TOGETHER A DIVERSE STUDENT COHORT in preparation for the global environment in which they
will live and work.
•

STUDENT PARTNERSHIP IN THEIR EXPERIENCE: with student life activities and the student
experience being a joint exercise of students and staff.

These aspects might help you craft your journey or keep you directed in your journey. Either way, we have and
will continue to have them in mind when designing the co-curricular program and student life activities at MLS. If
you ever think we are lagging in any of these aspects, do shout out.
This zine is designed to highlight the many things that might form part of your student life journey: it is about
allowing you to plan your story of your experience at law school as someone studying their first or second law
degree. There are links to more information on the web where you will find contacts to get you connected with
other folk.
In this first zine, put together with the help of the Crafty Collective, we have focussed a couple of pages on
craft, including the cover page. We will keep things fresh with a new focus in the next edition, due for sem 2.
We look forward to seeing you in person
throughout 2022 or online if you cannot yet make
it to Melbourne. We will be at the Spillin’ the Tea
sessions, where Masters and JD students are
invited mingle with some academics over a cup of
tea, held for the first time on 8 March 2022 (in
person) and 21 March 2022 (online).

PIP + BRAD
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STUDENT LIFE in MLS SPACE
Student life is happening across the law building. From the piano in the foyer, the student group activities on
level 2, through to the reading groups and Masters student meet-ups on level 6. In the zine we want to remind
you about what you might encounter if you explore the building a bit. In this edition we are focussing on the mezz
– home to MLS Clinics, the Enrichment Centre, the Indigenous Law and Justice Hub, the Social Justice Library, and
the Crafty Collective. The Student Enrichment Centre is just one of two large spaces in the building available

East: Leicester St

West: Berkeley St

exclusively to Masters and JD students.

To the east is MLS Clinics, and where you will find Director of Clinical Programs, Kate Fischer-Doherty. A heap of
clinical subjects are run out of this space. Some training sessions directed towards the public interest are hosted
here too. Various pinboards highlight the community of social justice practitioners that form part of our wider
legal community. Maybe you will intern with one of those orgs.
There is a big screen where video chats are held, and occasionally a chilled film night with popcorn or a convivial
wine and cheese evening. We have posted a curated list of public interest law films just outside MLS Clinics that
we will aim to host when the covid setting are right – or you can watch the movies and docos with friends or solo
with a choc-top in your own time. We’ve left room for you to leave a star review. Such fun!
Towards the west is more clinical teaching space, including the MLS Tax Clinic, where students meet and provide
face to face legal assistance to vulnerable tax-payers. The Indigenous Law and Justice Hub has just arrived too.
So keep an eye out for Indigenous Law engagement activities.
A social justice library is being developed by Kate, with the launch of the library in the enrichment centre
pencilled in for early in semester. The idea is that you will be able to borrow a book using old school technology.
We really hope there will be a date stamp and inkpad.
Within the enrichment centre there are some private spaces and shared spaces. The Crafty Collective meets in
the enrichment centre and some of its projects will be displayed there (including the cover art image in what we
hope might be the inaugural piece in a new art gallery inspired by the art management of Ian Malkin). In the past,
the law school has hosted wellbeing and mindfulness sessions in the enrichment centre. We will let you know if
these come back once we are settled in the building.
There is space for more informal law student happenings to reside or take place in the enrichment centre. So, if
you have an idea, maybe for a book club, a board game championship, or something else tactile and place-based,
do reach out to Brad.
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THE STUDENT LIFE LiFTOUT
You are encouraged to pull out this centre spread and use it to develop your own personal student life map.
There are some maps we have developed in the centrefold. They are not meant to be prescriptive but
inspirational. Those maps do indicate a different focus for different stages of your law studies.

FOR JD STUDENTS, in 1st year we think a wise focus is to make some friends, a study group maybe. So, EAGLE,
and joining committees and journals are good ideas to especially think about. For students in their 2nd year of the
JD, (as well as turning up to EAGLE 2.0) we reckon the focus should shift to skills development and CV building,
so look at the suite of skills programs and Careers Service offerings the law school is putting together. For
students entering their 3rd year of the JD we have highlighted the idea of building lasting relationships, with your
peers, teachers and Masters students.

FOR MASTERS STUDENTS, we want you to be able to leverage your time at MLS to improve skills,
communication and legal confidence. We think that programs focussing on academic and research skills and
joining a capstone communications and networking session will add to your MLS learning experience.
All that having been said, however, we want you to control your student life plans. You might want to do other
things with your co-curricular experience. The Melbourne Plus program, highlighted on page 8, empowers students
to do just that. We encourage you to have a student life plan, just like you have a study plan. Through later
editions of this zine, we will remind you about keeping that plan relevant for you.

A great way to share a student life experience is to join one of the many student groups in the law school. Here
is a list of all of them. Maybe mark those that you are interested to join, if not now then down the track. They
all have their own communication channels, so do sign up to stay in the know:
•

Film, Arts, Media and Entertainment Law Students' Association (FAME)

•

Global Law Students Association (GLSA)

•

Later Law Students' Network (LLSN)

•

Law Students' Society (LSS)

•

Lawyers Without Borders (LWOB)

•

Criminal and Family Law Association

•

Melbourne China Law Society (MCLS)

•

Melbourne Sports Law Association (MSLA)

•

Public Interest Law Network (PILN)

•

Graduate Research Association (GRA)

•

Science and Technology Law Association (SATLA)

•

Melbourne Journal of International Law

•

Melbourne University Law Review

•

Law Students for Refugees (LS4R)*

•

Victorian Environmental Law Students Network*

CIRCLE TH
OS E YOU M
iGHT JOIN

You can learn a more about most of these groups by scanning the QR code. Those groups marked with a star (*)
bring together students from across universities, so they provide an opportunity to network beyond MLS.
The Law Students' Society (LSS) and the Melbourne Law Masters Student Association (MLMSA) are especially
important groups. They combine social events with activities and supports targeted to JD and Masters students
respectively. The LSS holds a heap of extra-curricular comps, including mooting, witness exam, and negotiation.
Both associations offer ways to connect with the profession.
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JD1 and JD2
For those of you just starting your Juris Doctor,
welcome. You will be receiving this zine just
after you have completed LMR. LMR is a great

A possible STUDENT LIFE map for JD 1ST years

subject to get you to learn about the basics of
the law and the legal system in small groups and
a supportive environment. Crucially, LMR is
timetabled in conjunction with orientation
programs and in advance of the University’s
welcome back ceremonies. We hope that you
found a friend or two during LMR.
We have encouraged you to form groups in LMR
with whom you might form a moot team. The
first-year moot is a challenging and rewarding
experience. This year the topic of the moot will
address a torts problem, and you will discuss it
in Torts classes. So, if you choose to take part in
the moot we think you will learn to start thinking
like a lawyer and, at the same time, learn
content that will be relevant to the Torts
subject (and maybe even the exam). The firstyear moot is run by the Law Students’ Society.

For second year students, we want you to
think about developing skills this year. Later in
this zine you will see some of the skills
offerings we have planned. Because you have
missed a chunk of time off campus, we are
encouraging you to rejoin EAGLE 2.0; and in
that setting convert that virtual friendship that
you made in Zoom rooms to a friend IRL. A
call-in to the Careers Service is also a second
year must. As you start to think about skills
development and your time after law school,
get some strategic help from the Careers
Service in devising your CV and filling any CV
gaps. You will likely be applying for internships
and clerkships soon.
Gary Cazalet will be running the Legal Design
and Tech Competition in semester 1. It
especially has your name written all over it,
second years.

A possible STUDENT LIFE map for JD 2ND years
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JD3 and MLM
For those of you in your 3rd or more years in
your JD, there are a couple of key student life

A possible STUDENT LIFE map for JD 3RD years

tasks we want you to think about as you
progress towards the end of the degree, all
focussed on lasting connections. If you have
formed solid friendships within law school, then
think about making them friends outside of law
school too. Invite a law friend for dinner. Gosh.
Host a dinner party. We also want you to forge a
network relationship with an academic. You
might invite a lecturer or researcher for a
coffee, use LinkedIn or Twitter to connect with
them, or come along to a Spillin’ the Tea session
or two to chat with an academic in a collegial
environment. By the end of your third year, we
want you to feel comfortable to be able to ask
an academic to be a referee or to be familiar
with you and your work so that they would be
able to write you a reference for a scholarship
or your dream job.

For Masters students, we appreciate that many of
you are studying at your own pace, but there are a
large number of you studying your Masters over
one year. Eight subjects in sometimes as many
months. To prepare you for this busy year, we are
holding a Legal Academic Success intensive skills
workshop, run by the Legal Academic Skills Centre.
To encourage you to make some friends in a social
setting, there will be social events connected with
the workshops. Come along to those sessions that
you think will improve your academic success. We
also have a series of Connections Discussion Series
with academics and the Judge in Residence designed
with Masters students in mind running throughout
semester 1.
More information on the skills workshop, repeated
in semester 2, is at https://successatmls.com/lascworkshops-schedule/

A possible STUDENT LIFE map for FULLTIME MASTERS STUDENTS
years

In semester 2, we will be hosting a COMMUNICATION SKILLS AND CAPSTONE LECTURE SERIES for both
later year JD and Masters students. The series presents an opportunity to hone the skills that employers have
told us they value in new recruits. It will also be a great chance for you to get to know each other.
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MELBOURNE PLUS
Melbourne Plus is a self-constructed co-curricular program leading to a digital accreditation. It’s a little like guides
or scouts. You get digital badges for doing good stuff that you can then display or describe for future employers.
Melbourne Plus is a key student life initiative of the University. After a little bit of planning, it will soon be
offered to students. We say you should get started now, and make the goal of this program a personal student
life goal for your time at MLS – that is, to develop a co-curricular record of activities that you may feature in
your CV.
The four badges you can score from the Melbourne Plus program are:
•

People leadership

•

Community engagement

•

Sustainability advocacy

•

Innovation

You get a badge by first: doing 10 hours of structured student life activities, and second: writing a reflection
about how those activities fulfilled the goals of the badge.
We are giving you a head start by identifying student life activities for law students that we say are targeted to
getting badges. Things like, working on a student committee or being an EAGLE mentor are great people
leadership activities; volunteering or interning at community legal centres is an example of community
engagement, doing a moot on a law concerning with social justice or some climate law activism ticks off the
sustainability advocacy badge, and participating in legal tech, legal design or digital literacy programs are all
innovation-focussed student activities.
When the program launches, we will explain more on the MLS website as well as in future editions of this zine.
Use this table to jot out your early Melbourne Plus activity ideas.

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITY IDEAS TO GET THE BADGE
PEOPLE LEADERSHIP BADGE
Think about things that show:
Mentoring others; Working constructively
with diversity; Collaboration.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT BADGE
Think about things that show:
Intercultural awareness; Volunteering for
the community; Service and teamwork.

SUSTAINABILITY ADVOCACY BADGE
Think about things that show:
Advocacy; Interdisciplinary mindset;
Resilience and adaptability.

INNOVATION BADGE
Think about things that show:
Creativity; Inventiveness; Entrepreneurship,
including social entrepreneurship.
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LAW SCHOOL SKiLLS
Some of the student life skills programs coming in semester 1, 2022 are detailed below, along with links for more
information. More is in store in semester 2.
Legal Design and Tech Comp

Gary Cazalet will be running the Legal Design and Tech Competition in semester 1. It is open to all JD students
and Masters students. Keep a look out for more information coming to your inbox early in semester 1. Last year,
students raved about the comp and what they learnt. Places will fill quickly.
EAGLE 1.0 and EAGLE 2.0 for JD students

Melbourne Law School’s EAGLE Program is designed to help 1st and 2nd year JD students develop their legal
academic skills. The sessions are facilitated by 2nd and 3rd year JD students who are dedicated to supporting
your success. The sessions take place in both semesters and are tightly linked to your assessment tasks and
professional goals. The 1st-year program focuses on the transition from previous studies to the specifics of law
school. It includes sessions on time management, writing legal research essays, exam prep (including exam-ready
notes and answering hypothetical problems), and other related skills. The 2nd-year program also covers skills for
your assessment tasks, including the unfamiliar format of the evidence take-home exam and extends beyond
that to collaboration with the Career Services team for advice on the job search process.
More information is at: https://successatmls.com/eagle/
Legal Academic Success Intensive Workshops for Masters students and international JD students

Associate Professor Chantal Morton runs a series of workshops designed to support Masters and JD students who
may be new to the study of the common law, new to graduate level law studies, and/or new to studying in legal
English. The intensive series covers topics ranging from strategies for dealing with the volume of readings

assigned for subjects, through to taking effectives notes for research essays and exams, to writing 8,000 word
legal research essays, and preparing for the take-home exams that run over an entire weekend.
More information on all the LASC workshops is here: https://successatmls.com/lasc-workshops-schedule/
Tech Skills for Law

From the basics to the Office suite (including important things like word count and format painter!) that you will
be expected to know very well in the office environment to reference citation and file management, essential for
legal writing, to designing and coding for legal applications. Through this skills session portfolio, piloting in
semester 1 2022, we want Masters and JD students to see and experience the value of a command of tech – both
software and thinking.
Strategic Legal Research

Facilitated by the Legal Academic Skills Centre and the Law Library, the Strategic Legal Research workshop
series cover topics such as finding secondary sources, case law, legislation, and more. These workshops will set
you up for success in law school and beyond, helping you develop the skills you need to efficiently conduct good
quality legal research. These workshops are ideal for law students at any level of legal research experience in
either the JD or Masters programs.
For more information, see https://successatmls.com/lasc-workshops-schedule/ and
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/law-library/research-skills
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GET CRAFTy
We are more than a community of law nerds. Melbourne Law School students do more than study the law. The
connections that you form here won’t necessarily be centred on shared views on theories of rights. Though, of
course they might. You share other things in common; and we try to remind you of that here at MLS. In the past
few years, we’ve developed sporty things and performing things. (I do miss the MLS choir, just saying).
This year craft is in focus. Students and staff created a Crafty Collective during lockdown. Now we are a group,
which meets on the mezz (in the near future you will be able to follow the yarn trail), that shares craft success,
and demonstrates maker fun.
Keep an eye here for craft sessions coming up: 16 March and 4 May are locked in. Reach out if you have any
crafting ideas via https://unimelb.padlet.org/lawdigital/trjyqad278atu1uc
One of the projects that we want you to join is the crochet flag project. Here is some how-to guidance:
https://www.solmuteoriaa.com/european-flags-crochet-patterns/ … Crafter, Paige, reckons flags with blocks of
colours are the easiest to get you started: Hungary, Italy, Nigeria, Lithuania, Yemen, Thailand, Guinea, Ukraine …
you get the idea. The Indigenous Law and Justice Hub has, however, asked for as many Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander crocheted flags that MLS students can muster.

Aboriginal

Nigeria

Yemen

Lithuania

Torres Strait Islander

Hungary

Guinea

Thailand

Ukraine

WELLBEING + HEADSPACE
Melbourne Law School is proud to have been early in realising the need to support student wellbeing during their
legal studies. We also think that you are less likely to embrace student life activities if things aren’t going great
for you. While we have highlighted some wellbeing-influenced student life things in the zine –craft, reading and
film groups – we want to remind you that Leon and Judith are around to support you, if ever you need support.
Some of you might want to attend to your mental health by using some of the university services including the
free and confidential Counselling and Psychological Services and associated workshops (see:
https://services.unimelb.edu.au/counsel#workshops). Others might want to take up the offer of some selfdirected wellbeing support through Headspace. The law school has just partnered with Headspace to provide law
students with another means to access wellbeing support. You can self-enrol into the Headspace program here:
https://work.headspace.com/universityofmelbourne/member-enroll. Remember to use the long form of your
student email (eg Judith.Marychurch@), not the short one (eg jmarychurch@).
The Headspace App approaches wellbeing holistically with modules on sleep, focus, sports, eating, meditation,
music and more.
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LEGAL RESEARCH LETTERS
Melbourne Law School students and academics do outstanding research. Lots of it gets published in fancy articles
and books, and some of it gets what we call ‘translated’ for wider consumption. That might be an article in

THE CONVERSATION or on a blog or a podcast or in a law reform submission.

Supported by this zine, MLS is encouraging
you to translate and share your legal
research by writing a letter to someone
who should know about what you’ve done
and found. You will start to see typewritten
Legal Research Letters around the law
school – from students and academic staff.
The letters will showcase the social,
political, and legal impact of what we do.

Send your Legal Research Letter to
brad.jessup@unimelb.edu.au with the header ‘LEGAL
RESEARCH LETTER’. Your letter can be drawn from
any essay or project that you have researched during
your time at MLS. Brad will type it up unless you want
to get your hands on the law school’s vintage
typewriter.
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COVER ART BY B2J / BRAD JESSUP
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