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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

The Centre for Indonesian Law, Islam and Society (CILIS) is proud to present the 16th Islamic 
Studies Postgraduate Conference.

The first gathering of postgraduate students researching Islam was hosted by the late 
Emeritus Professor Merle Ricklefs in his own home, with the support of Emeritus Professor 
Virginia Hooker. This annual conference continues this tradition. 

This conference aims to bring together postgraduate students, from around Australia and 
overseas, who are researching topics relating to Islam. In 2020, the conference will be held 
online, via Zoom. Within a supportive and collegial atmosphere, this conference brings 
together students and senior academic mentors with similar interests. Small-group feedback 
on student research will be included in the program.

17 students from Australian and international universities will speak on a range of themes. 
Panels will be chaired by leading scholars and researchers, including the following mentors:  

• Associate Professor Greg Fealy, Australian National University
• Emeritus Professor Virginia Hooker FAHA, Australian National University
• Dr Nadirsyah Hosen, Monash University
• Dr Dina Afrianty, La Trobe University
• Professor Tim Lindsey, The University of Melbourne

CONFERENCE TEAM

Conference Convenor Professor Tim Lindsey
CILIS Deputy Director Dr Helen Pausacker
CILIS Manager Ms Kathryn Taylor
CILIS Administrator Ms Debbie Yu

GET SOCIAL

We’d like to stay in touch with you, so please connect with us:
CILIS Facebook CentreforIndonesianLawIslamandSociety
Twitter @cilis_mls
Email law-cilis@unimelb.edu.au

VENUE

Online on Zoom

WEBSITE

http://go.unimelb.edu.au/f5ni

http://go.unimelb.edu.au/f5ni


WEDNESDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2020

10:00 am Welcome & Introduction by Professor Tim Lindsey

PANEL 1: ISLAMIC THOUGHT — MENTOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR GREG FEALY

10:15 am
Examining the Cultural and Religious Origins of Veiling In Islamic Tradition

Mr Jay Ryder

10:30 am
Islam and the State: Religious Education in the Age of Mass Schooling (with Samuel Bazzi and 
Benjamin Marx)

Mr Mashyur Hilmy

10:45 am
The Influence of Ibn Taymīyah’s Thought on Ibn Bāz And Ibn ‘Uthaimīn in the Current 
Relationship of Muslims with Jews and Christians Inside Iqtida ’Al-Ṣiraṭ Al-Mustaqīm

Mr Julio César Cárdenas Arenas

11:00 am
Al-Tahawi’s Approach to Qiraat (Quranic Readings) and his Use of Preference (Tarjih)

Mr Mir Sadeq Ansari

11:15 am Discussion

PANEL 2: ISLAM AND WOMEN I — MENTOR: EMERITUS PROFESSOR VIRGINIA HOOKER

11:30 am Previous Panel moves to Breakout Room for Discussion with Mentor

11:30 am
Women’s Rights in the Constitutions of Islamic Countries (Case Study: The New Constitution of 
Afghanistan)

Mr Murtaza Mohiqi

11:45 am
Building Piety through Charity Activities: The Emergence of the Women’s Piety Movement In 
Indonesia

Ms Okta Nurul Hidayati

12:00 pm
The Adaptation of Nusantara’s Culture in Forming ‘Living Gender Fiqh’ in Indonesia

Mrs Arifah Millati Agustina

12:15 pm Discussion

12:30 pm Lunch (Feel free to talk with fellow students and Mentors during this time.  Breakout 
rooms can be organised if required)

PANEL 3:  ISLAM AND  WOMEN II — MENTOR: DR DINA AFRIANTY

1:00 pm Previous Panel moves to Breakout Room for Discussion with Mentor

1:00 pm
Amplifying Authority: Female Ulama And Mass Mediated Fatwas in the Public Spheres of 
Indonesia

Mrs Nor Ismah



1:15 pm
Media Activism: Reinterpretation and Digital Sisterhood in Indonesian Social Media 

Ms Aurora Nurhidayah Rifani

1:30 pm
Madurese Divorcee Women and their Negotiation of Social Stigma

Mrs Masyithah Mardhatillah

1:45 pm Discussion

PANEL 4: MUSLIM IDENTITIES — MENTOR: DR NADIRSYAH HOSEN

2:00 pm Previous Panel moves to Breakout Room for Discussion with Mentor

2:00 pm
The West’s Jihadists

Miss Alyssa Moohin

2:15 pm
Ethnic Inequalities and the Muslim Penalty: Labour Market Dynamics of Ethno-religious 
Groups in Britain

Mr Samir Sweida-Metwally

2:30 pm
The Role of Muslim Religious Leaders in Reducing Forest and Peatland Fires  in Indonesia

Mrs Sri Lestari

2:45 pm
Indonesia’s Transition to Democracy, Civil Society and Islam

Mr Max Walden

3:00 pm Discussion

PANEL 5: ISLAM AND THE ECONOMY IN INDONESIA — MENTOR: PROFESSOR TIM LINDSEY

3:15 pm Previous Panel moves to Breakout Room for Discussion with Mentor

3:15 pm
Indonesia Hajj Funds Management Agency Law: Paradoxical Provisions

Mr Muhammad Hafidz Lidinillah

3:30 pm
Analysis of Financial Performance Based on Regulation, Efficiency, Corporate Governance 
and its Effect on Sustainability Disclosure of Indonesian Islamic Banks 2009-2018

Mr Muhammad Edo Suryawan Siregar

3:45 pm
Indonesian Government Policy on Islamic Economics Fatwas 

Mr Shaifurrokhman Mahfudz

4:00 pm Discussion

4:15 pm Conference Close (Dr Helen Pausacker)

4:20 pm Previous Panel moves to Breakout Room for Discussion with Mentor

4:20 pm Networking Session (optional) in Breakout Rooms



Professor Tim Lindsey 
The University of Melbourne

Tim Lindsey is one of Australia’s leading experts on 
Indonesian law, and has advised governments, business, 
international organisations, courts and legal practitioners 
in Indonesia and Australia. He is Malcolm Smith Professor 
of Asian Law, Redmond Barry Distinguished Professor 
and Director of the Centre for Indonesian Law, Islam 
and Society at the Melbourne Law School. He holds 
a Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of 
Letters from the University of Melbourne and completed 
his PhD thesis in Indonesian studies. A specialist in a wide 
range of aspects of Indonesian law, including public law, 
criminal law, commercial law, and family law, he also 
teaches and researches shari’a (Islamic law) in Indonesia 
and Southeast Asia. He has won national and university 
teaching awards, and was an ARC Federation Fellow from 
2006 to 2011. Tim is a member of the Victorian Bar and 
was the long-serving Chair of the Australia Indonesia 
Institute until 2016. His more than 100 publications 
include Indonesia: Law and Society; Islam, Law and the 
State in Southeast Asia (three volumes); The Indonesian 
Constitution; Drugs Law and Practice in Southeast Asia; 
Religion, Law and Intolerance in Indonesia; and Strangers 
Next Door: Indonesia and Australia in the Asian Century.  
He is a founder and an executive editor of The Australian 
Journal of Asian Law.

CONFERENCE CONVENOR

https://law.unimelb.edu.au/centres/cilis
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/centres/cilis


Dr Dina Afrianty 
La Trobe University

Dina Afrianty is a researcher in the field of women’s 
rights and disability rights in Muslim societies. Dina 
completed her PhD at Melbourne Law School, the 
University of Melbourne, in 2011. She resumed her 
role as a senior lecturer at the Syarif Hidayatullah 
State Islamic University, Jakarta. Dina was appointed 
Head of the International Relations Department at the 
Faculty of Social and Political Sciences and also held 
the position of Deputy Director, Center for the Study of 
Islam and Society (2011-2014). She was also an editor 
of the Journal Studia Islamika, an international journal 
on Islam in Indonesia and Southeast Asia. Dina was an 
Endeavour Postdoctoral Research Fellow (Australia’s 
Department of Education) at Melbourne Law School in 
2013-2014. She was a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at 
Australian Catholic University, researching Islamic law 
in Southeast Asia under the ShariaSource Project (2014-
2018). As an accredited HDR supervisor Dina supervised 
doctoral research work. She has published widely in 
journals and edited publications on social justice and 
women’s rights and on disability policy and rights in 
Indonesia. Dina published her first book on Women and 
Sharia Law in Northern Indonesia: Local Women’s NGOs 
and the Reform of Islamic Law in 2015 with Routledge. 
Dina is a fellow of the Center for Social Difference, 
Columbia University, an Associate of the Centre for 
Indonesian Law, Islam and Society (CILIS) at University of 
Melbourne, and Associate of the State Islamic University 
in Jakarta. She is the founder and current President of 
Australia-Indonesia Disability Research and Advocacy 
Network (AIDRAN), which is supported by a multi-year 
grant from Knowledge Sector Initiative, funded by the 
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and 
implemented in partnership with Indonesia’s National 
Development Planning Agency.

MENTORS



Associate Professor Greg Fealy 
Australian National University

Greg Fealy’s interest in Indonesian politics and Islam was 
awakened as an undergraduate at Monash University 
and have remained the focus of his academic and 
professional activity since then. His PhD thesis was a 
study of the traditionalist Muslim party, Nahdlatul Ulama. 
More recently, he has examined terrorism, transnational 
Islamist movements and religious commodification in 
Indonesia, as well as broader trends in contemporary 
Islamic politics in Southeast Asia. His main research 
interests lie in Indonesian politics, modern Islamic 
political history, democratisation and Islamism, and 
jihadist ideology and strategy. Greg was formerly an 
Indonesian analyst with the Australian government, 
and consultant on Indonesian civil society, election and 
Islamic education programs. He is currently Associate 
Professor and Chair of the Australia-Indonesia Institute 
within the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade as 
well as Director of the Partnership in Islamic Education 
Scholarships (PIES) Program.

Emeritus Professor Virginia Hooker FAHA 
Australian National University

Virginia Hooker is Emeritus Professor at the Australian 
National University and Visiting Fellow in the Department 
of Political and Social Change, College of Asia and the 
Pacific. She serves on the boards of international journals 
and is an International Editor, Encyclopedia of Women 
& Islamic Cultures, Brill. Between 2002-1010 she was a 
member of the Board of the Australia Indonesia Institute, 
DFAT. Her publications include Writing a New Society: 
Social Change through the Novel in Malay, Allen & Unwin/
University of Hawaii Press/KITLV, Leiden, 2000; A Short 
History of Malaysia: Linking East and West,  Allen & Unwin, 
2003; Voices of Islam in Southeast Asia (with Greg Fealy), 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore, 2006, 
2007; and most recently ‘When Laws Are Not Enough: 
Ethics, Aesthetics, and Intra-Religious Pluralism in 
Contemporary Indonesia,’ in Pluralism, Transnationalism 
and Culture in Asian Law: A Book in Honour of M.B. Hooker, 
ed. Gary F. Bell, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 
Singapore, 2017.



Dr Nadirsyah Hosen 
Monash University

Nadirsyah Hosen has been working as a Senior Lecturer 
at the Faculty of Law, Monash University since 20 July 
2015. Prior to this, Nadir was an Associate Professor at 
the School of Law, University of Wollongong. He has a 
Bachelors degree (UIN Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta), a 
Graduate Diploma in Islamic Studies, and Master of Arts 
with Honours (University of New England), as well as a 
Master of Laws in Comparative Law (Charles Darwin 
University). He completed his first PhD (Law) at the 
University of Wollongong and a second PhD (Islamic 
Law) at the National University of Singapore. Nadir is 
internationally known for his expertise on Shari’a and 
Indonesian law. His book (co-written with Ann Black and 
Hossein Esmaeili) is Modern Perspectives on Islamic Law 
(Edward Elgar, UK, 2013 and 2015). His recent book is 
Research Handbook on Islamic Law and Society (Edward 
Elgar, UK, 2018), covering around 22 countries, with 18 
chapters from scholars around the world.

In 2018, Cambridge University Press published an 
edited collection of work by leading scholars on courts 
in Asia: Lee and Pittard (eds.) Asia-Pacific Judiciaries: 
Independence, Impartiality and Integrity, to which he 
contributed a critical analysis of Indonesian judicial 
independence. In 2020, his book chapter “Human Dignity 
in the Jurisprudence of the Indonesian Constitutional 
Court” has been accepted in Human Dignity in Asia: 
Dialogue between Law and Culture, edited by Prof 
Jimmy Chia-Shin Hsu (Taiwan) that will be published by 
Cambridge University Press.



SPEAKERS (BY ALPHABETICAL ORDER OF LAST NAME)

Arifah Millati Agustina 
State Islamic University of Sunan Kalijaga

The Adaptation of Nusantara’s Culture in Forming 
‘Living Gender Fiqh’ in Indonesia

Living gender fiqh is a term for a concept of fiqh that 
responds to women’s issues, through interpretations that 
take into account Indonesia’s local culture, prioritising 
the principle of locality. This study explores the Living 
Fiqh in Indonesia, especially about legal products related 
to women. It also explores the genealogy of gender 
issues in Indonesia, and compares them with the history 
of gender issues in the West.

Mir Sadeq Ansari 
Charles Sturt University

Al-Tahawi’s Approach to Qiraat (Quranic Readings) and 
his Use of Preference (Tarjih)

This paper analyses how Abu Jaʿfar al-Ṭaḥāwī (d. 321) 
deals with the different recitations of the Qur’ān that 
existed at his time. The orthodox position traditionally 
highlighted in books of ʿulūm al-qur’ān, is that one 
reading (qirā’at) is not to be preferred over the other 
different readings (qirā’āt) of the Qur’ān based on ijtihād 
(independent reasoning). Evidence from the way al-
Ṭaḥāwī deals with this topic suggests that while he does 
see all the readings as coming from God, sometimes 
he clearly prefers some readings over others, based on 
logical as well as narration-based proofs, something he 
shared with contemporaries like al-Ṭabarī.



Julio César Cárdenas Arenas 
Complutense University of Madrid, Spain / Islamic 
University of Medina, KSA

The Influence of Ibn Taymīyah’s Thought on Ibn Bāz and 
Ibn ‘Uthaimīn in the Current Relationship of Muslims 
with Jews and Christians inside Iqtida ’al-sirat al-
mustaqīm

The thought of Ibn Taymīyah (1263-1328) has indirectly 
nurtured fundamentalist theological discourses and 
extremist ideological interpretations that regulate 
interreligious relations in Arab and Western Islamic 
societies.

I analyse the commentaries of Ibn ‘Uthaimīn (1925-
2001) and Ibn Bāz (1910-1999) on Ibn Taymīyah´s book 
On the Necessity of the Straight Path (Iqtida’ al-ṣiraṭ al-
mustaqīm) about: 1. descriptions of Jews and  Christians; 
2. Islamic orders and prohibitions for Muslims; and 3. 
the use of legal and theological directives to encourage 
or reject religious diversity. My analysis reveals Ibn 
Taymīyah’s influence today on inter-religious and 
interpersonal relations between Jews, Christians and 
Muslims.



Okta Nurul Hidayati 
Gadjah Mada University

Building Piety Through Charity Activities: The 
Emergence of the Women’s Piety Movement in Indonesia

The piety movement in Surakarta has been dominated 
by men as the main actors holding religious authority. 
Some of them are salafist-wahabist groups with a vision 
to expand Islamism through vigilante activities. At the 
same time, a new piety movement initiated by women 
has emerged through majelis taklim. They aim to acquire 
religious knowledge and improve the welfare of the 
people through religious gatherings and charity activities. 
This paper presents qualitative research based on the 
ethnography of three majelis taklim, Al Husna, Humaira 
and the Da’wah Squad, focusing on their founders. It 
investigates the responses of women in majelis taklim 
to religious authoritiy previously dominated by male 
actors. I argue that women in majelis taklim can create 
opportunities for limiting Islamism by transforming 
movements from vigilantism to welfare activism. This 
paper contributes to knowing agency formation in the 
discussion of women’s piety movement.



Masyhur Hilmy 
Boston University

Islam and the State: Religious Education in the Age of 
Mass Schooling (with Samuel Bazzi and Benjamin Marx)

This paper examines how Indonesia’s Islamic school 
system responded to the construction of 61,000 public 
elementary schools in the mid-1970s. The policy was 
designed in part to foster nation building and to curb 
religious influence in society. Using data on Islamic school 
construction and curriculum, we identify both short-run 
effects on exposed cohorts as well as long-run effects 
on education markets. While primary enrolment shifted 
towards state schools, religious education increased on 
net as Islamic secondary schools absorbed the increased 
demand for continued education. The Islamic sector 
not only entered new markets to compete with the state 
but also increased religious curriculum at newly created 
schools. Our results suggest that the Islamic sector 
response increased religiosity at the expense of a secular 
national identity.

Nor Ismah 
Leiden University

Amplifying Authority: Female Ulama and Mass Mediated 
Fatwas in the Public Spheres of Indonesia

My paper attempts to look at the shift in fatwas issued 
by female ulama as an oral form of communication to 
become a form of written communication published 
and mediated through magazines and websites. My 
study will answer three questions. First, how do female 
ulama issue fatwas through print and online media in 
the broader context of public sphere? Secondly, how do 
they articulate their fatwas? Thirdly, what space has the 
format of Questions and Answers given to female ulama 
to exercise their Islamic authority?



Sri Lestari 
International University of Japan

The Role of Muslim Religious Leaders in Reducing Forest 
and Peatland Fires  in Indonesia

Forest and peatland fires in Indonesia are detrimental 
from both environmental and economic perspectives, 
and they cause health problems as well. These fires recur 
every year as a result of irresponsible human behavior, 
such as burning land for agricultural purposes and also 
other natural factors. I argue that raising public awareness 
about the importance of preserving the environment and 
avoiding actions that cause damage can be done through 
Muslim religious leaders, because, in Indonesian society, 
Muslim religious leaders who are respected become role 
models.

Muhammad Hafidz Lidinillah 
Western Sydney University

Indonesia Hajj Funds Management Agency Law: 
Paradoxical Provisions

In Indonesia, funds collected from would-be Hajj 
pilgrims are now managed by a new entity, the Hajj 
Funds Management Agency (BPKH), which has a wide 
authority in terms of the investment of the funds. The 
agency is formally regulated by Law no 34 of 2014 on Hajj 
Funds Management. This was proposed by the Ministry 
of Religious Affairs (MORA), which has been the regulator, 
operator and evaluator of hajj administration for decades. 
This paper aims to examine conflicts and inconsistencies 
in the Law regarding BPKH’s role and powers.



Shaifurrokhman Mahfudz 
Western Sydney University

Indonesian Government Policy in Regulating Fatwa 
Institution of Islamic Economics

According to Law 21/2008 concerning Islamic Banking, the 
National Sharia Council of the Indonesian Ulama (DSN-
MUI) has been authorised as fatwa (Islamic verdict) issuer 
to formulate fatwas of Islamic economics and finance. 
However, the DSN-MUI does not have binding regulatory 
authority to financial institutions. Moreover, there are 
no rules regarding the mechanism of recruitment, Code 
of Ethics for Sharia Supervisory Board members and 
other standards to evaluate their performance. Ethically, 
however, the article raises serious questions about the 
place of the DSN since it is under the MUI which is a self-
supporting fatwa institution. Therefore, modernizing 
Islamic finance fatwa Institution become urgently 
needed in order to place DSN-MUI fatwas can be used as 
a legal umbrella and have binding regulatory authority to 
financial institutions.

Masyithah Mardhatillah 
Institut Agama Islam Negeri Madura

Madurese Divorcee Women and their Negotiation of 
Social Stigma

My paper investigates how Madurese divorcee women 
negotiate common social stigmas that put them in 
a disadvantageous position. They are often accused 
of being potential home-wreckers,  female seducers, 
economically unempowered, and sexually aggressive. 
This study answers three questions. First, how does 
Madurese society stigmatise divorced women? Second, 
to what extent does the stigma infuence the way 
Madurese society interacts with divorced women? Third, 
how far can divorced women negotiate stigma?



Murtaza Mohiqi 
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Women’s Rights in the Constitutions of Islamic Countries 
(Case Study: The New Constitution of Afghanistan)

There is precedent across the Muslim world to provide 
expressly for the equal rights of all citizens, regardless 
of sex, in the constitutional framework. Promoting 
and protecting gender equity in the Constitution 
of Afghanistan is a principle based on fundamental 
human rights and Qu’ranic jurisprudence. The Afghan 
Constitution is an example of state-supported integration 
of women in the public sphere. For example, the new 
Afghan Constitution encourages women to participate 
in political life by voting and entering the political arena. 
It not only declares gender equality, but also ensures 
a minimum representation of women in both houses 
of Parliament. Women can also run for president. The 
Constitution of Afghanistan is fairly recent and clearly 
tries to draw lessons from the legal loopholes in other 
Muslim countries. It pushes women to play a role in 
public life so that they can have an impact.

Alyssa Moohin 
The University of Melbourne

The West’s Jihadists

Between 2011 and 2015, tens of thousands of Muslims 
living in the West answered Islamic State’s call to arms 
and journeyed to Syria and Iraq to join its caliphate. This 
raises the question: why did the organisation appeal 
to Western Muslims from different cultural, historical 
and linguistic backgrounds? An exploration of the life 
histories of French and Australian recruits reveals that 
predominantly alienated second-generation immigrants 
joined the organisation as a way to gain glory and a higher 
status. Furthermore, poor economic conditions, as well 
as certain religious concepts and historical experiences 
of Muslims, reinforced feelings of alienation.



Aurora Nurhidayah Rifani 
University of Indonesia

Media Activism: Reinterpretation and Digital Sisterhood 
in Indonesian Social Media

Taking a Cultural Studies perspective, this presentation 
aims to problematise forms of negotiations and strategies 
of Islamic feminism in social media activism in Indonesia, 
specifically in three Instagram accounts: @mubadalah.
id, @muslimahfeminis and @cherbonfeminist. The 
main focus is on Muslim women’s digital contestation 
of oppressive views on polygamy and sexual violence 
in Indonesia. I find there is a sense of digital sisterhood 
developed through social media activism by relying on 
personal narratives and the use of hashtags as a form of 
Islamic feminist counter-voice.

Jay Ryder 
The University of Melbourne

Examining the Cultural and Religious Origins of Veiling 
in Islamic Tradition 

This paper examines pre-Islamic and early Islamic veiling 
practices. Particular emphasis is placed on Islamic 
scripture as a source for what may be understood as the 
potential requirement for veiling. It argues that scripture 
does not mandate veiling for women, and that in early 
Islam it was a symbol of status and protection from non-
Muslims. The evolution to prescription over time came 
from juristic interpretations and scriptural exegeses. 
There exists no scriptural requirement for women to veil.



Muhammad Edo Suryawan Siregar 
Universitas Padjadjaran, Bandung

Analysis of Financial Performance Based on Regulation, 
Efficiency, Corporate Governance and its Effect on 
Sustainability Disclosure of Indonesian Islamic Banks 
2009-2018

Regulation, efficiency and corporate governance 
variables are independent variables that affect Islamic 
banks performance, which in turn affect the sustainability 
disclosure of Indonesian Islamic banking. Regulation 
variables include the Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR), 
Asset Quality, Profitability, Liquidity. Efficiency variables 
ultimately form a group with one variable, namely, BOPO 
(Biaya Operasional Pendapatan Operasional). Corporate 
Governance variables include age, the educational 
background of members the Shariah Supervisory Boards, 
Boards of Commissioners, and Boards of Directors and 
Board Meetings. In addition, a dependent variable is 
Return on Asset (ROA) and it is assumed that the higher 
Islamic banking sustainability disclosure is affected by 
the higher the ROA.

Samir Sweida-Metwally 
The University of Bristol

Ethnic Inequalities and the Muslim Penalty: Labour 
Market Dynamics of Ethno-religious Groups in Britain

While research shows that Muslims experience the 
greatest faith penalty in the British labour market relative 
to any other religious group, most investigations have 
focused on ‘Asian Muslims’. In light of recent demographic 
changes, such examinations offer an incomplete analysis. 
This vacuum needs filling for ethnic-penalty research to 
remain relevant. Using Understanding Society data, this 
paper fills the gap by investigating the Muslim penalty 
taking into account the full ethnic heterogeneity of 
the group. By doing so, this paper makes a significant 
empirical contribution to the study of ethnic labour 
market penalties by exposing new intra- and inter-
religious-group employment dynamics.



Max Walden 
The University of Melbourne

Indonesia’s Transition to Democracy, Civil Society and 
Islam

This paper provides a brief history of Indonesia’s transition 
to democracy from the authoritarian New Order regime 
of Soeharto to the present, with an emphasis on the 
role of civil society in this process. Indonesia’s dramatic 
transition from a highly centralised authoritarian regime 
to become the strongest electoral democracy in its 
region means it “occupies a special place in Southeast 
Asian studies” (Mundayat et al, 2009). Islamic civil society 
groups had played a significant role in the fall of Soeharto 
and the push for democratisation, however since 1998 
scholars have observed the emergence of ‘uncivil’ 
society – namely hardline Muslim groups – and their 
growing influence over mainstream politics. Optimism 
about Indonesia’s democratic progress has faded in 
recent years, with many observing stagnation and even 
regression under President Joko Widodo.
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