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Redistributive Human Rights? Workshop 
 

Participant Biographies 
 
Roland Burke is author of Decolonization and the Evolution of International Human 
Rights (University of Pennsylvania, 2010), and senior lecturer in World History at La Trobe 
University.  His research is devoted to the history of human rights, including the shifting 
meaning and memorialization of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Journal of 
Global History, International History Review, History & Memory), social rights (Humanity), 
and the intersection of decolonization and human rights (Journal of World History and Human 
Rights Quarterly).  He is currently concluding a manuscript on dissents to the 1948 Universal 
Declaration, Human Rights in Eclipse. 
 
Michelle Carmody is a lecturer in Latin American Studies at the University of Melbourne. 
She is an interdisciplinary scholar: she shares social scientists’ interest in political processes, 
organisations and institutions, while emphasizing historians’ concern for human agency, 
context, and contingency. Most of her work focuses on the Latin American context, but she is 
increasingly interested in looking at the region in international and comparative perspective, 
seeing how ideas and forms of action take different forms in different places. Her most recent 
research direction takes a comparative look at internationalism and how different national and 
local political traditions both shaped and were shaped by new forms of international organizing 
in the late 20th century.  

Cheah Wui Ling is Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law of the National University of 
Singapore (NUS). She obtained her academic qualifications from the National University of 
Singapore (LL.B., LL.M.), Harvard Law School (LL.M.), European University Institute, and 
Oxford University (D.Phil). In 2016 and 2017, she was awarded a USP teaching incentive 
award and a NUS Law Faculty Teaching Excellence Award. Prior to joining academia, she 
served as a Legal Officer at INTERPOL’s Office of Legal Affairs (Lyon, France). Cheah 
W.L.’s research focuses on accountability for human rights violations and mass atrocities. Her 
work has been published in journals such as the European Journal of International Law, Leiden 
Journal of International Law, Harvard Human Rights Journal, Journal of International 
Criminal Justice, and International Journal of Law in Context. She is also co-founder (with 
Ms Ng Pei Yi) of the Singapore War Crimes Trials Web Portal 
(http://www.singaporewarcrimestrials.com/). 

Caroline Compton works in the field of law and society, with a particular focus on 
humanitarian practice, property relations, natural disaster, and climate change and adaptation. 
She is presently a Postdoctoral Research Associate on the Australian Research Council-funded 
project 'Data Science in Humanitarianism: Confronting Novel Law and Policy Challenges'. Her 
previous doctoral work, completed at the Australian National University, looked at the inter-
legality of regulation in the post-disaster context, specifically the shelter recovery following 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines. Caroline has published in Critical Asian Studies and NYU 
Journal of International Law and Politics. Caroline received an Endeavour Postgraduate 
Scholarship to undertake doctoral fieldwork in the Philippines. She has been a Visiting 
Research Associate at the Institute of Philippine Culture at Ateneo de Manila University, a 
Visiting Researcher at the University of Coimbra, and spent the 2017-8 US academic year at 
Yale University as a Fox Fellow. 

https://sg.linkedin.com/in/ng-pei-yi-212464aa
http://www.singaporewarcrimestrials.com/
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Holly Cullen is an Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Western Australia, having 
been Professor of Law from 2010-2016. Previously, she was Reader in Law at Durham 
University and Deputy Director of the Durham European Law Institute from 1998–06, also 
serving as Acting Director in 2003–04. She is the author of The Role of International Law in 
the Elimination of Child Labor (Brill, 2007) andnumerous articles on international human 
rights law, international organizations and theory of international law. Her research on child 
labour and on legal reasoning in economic and social rights cases was funded by the United 
Kingdom Arts and Humanities Research Council. She was a member of the International Law 
Association’s research committee on Non-State Actors in International Law and is a founding 
member of the UWA Modern Slavery Research Network. 
 
Julia Dehm is a Lecturer at La Trobe University School of Law. Her research addresses 
international climate change law and regulation, transnational carbon markets and the 
governance of natural resources as well as the relationships between human rights and the 
environment and human rights and inequality. Prior to starting at La Trobe Julia was a 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Rapoport Center for Human Rights and Justice at the University of 
Texas in Austin and a Resident Fellow at the Harvard Law School Institute for Global Law and 
Policy. Julia is the Managing Editor of the Journal of Human Rights and the Environment and 
a member of the Global Network for the Study of Human Rights and the Environment.  
 
Anna Delius is a PhD candidate at the Friedrich-Meinecke-Institute for History and Cultural 
Studies at Freie Universität Berlin and a fellow of the Joint Interdisciplinary Doctoral Program 
“Human Rights Under Pressure” (FU Berlin, HU Jerusalem). In her doctoral project, Anna 
analyzes and compares how oppositional labor activists discussed repression and rights in 
alternative press publications in Francoist Spain and in state socialist Poland 1960-90). From 
2012-2015, she has been working as a research associate at the Institute of Sociology at the FU 
Berlin conducting a study on collective memories in Germany, Poland Spain and the UK that 
has been published in 2016. Her research interests include contemporary European history, the 
history of human rights and social movements, memory studies and Holocaust studies.  
 
Rosalind Dixon is a Professor of Law, at UNSW Sydney whose work focuses on comparative 
constitutional law and constitutional design, constitutional democracy, theories of 
constitutional dialogue and amendment, socio-economic rights and constitutional law and 
gender.  She is co-editor, with Tom Ginsburg, of a leading handbook on comparative 
constitutional law, Comparative Constitutional Law (Edward Elgar, 2011), and a related 
volume, Comparative Constitutional Law in Asia (Edward Elgar, 2014), and Comparative 
Constitutional Law in Latin America (2017), co-editor (with Mark Tushnet and Susan Rose-
Ackermann) of the Edward Elgar series on Constitutional and Administrative Law, on the 
editorial board of the Public Law Review, and editor of the Constitutions of the World series 
for Hart publishing.    She previously served as an assistant professor at the University of 
Chicago Law School and has been a visiting professor at the University of Chicago, Columbia 
Law School, Harvard Law School and the National University of Singapore, and is currently 
co-president of the International Society of Public Law: https://www.icon-society.org/ 
 
Jackie Dugard is an associate professor at the School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, 
where she lectures Property Law, Constitutional Law and Critical Jurisprudence. With a 
background in social sciences and law, Jackie has published widely on the role of law and 
courts in social change, as well as on socio-economic rights, access to courts, protest and social 
movements, property law and Gender-Based Harm. Jackie is on the editorial committee of the 
South African Journal on Human Rights (SAJHR). She was a co-founder and the first executive 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/uQAmCD1jB9uoE0ApCWOfcd?domain=icon-society.org
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director (2010-2012) of the Socio-Economic Rights Institute of South Africa (SERI), where 
she is a member of the Board. Jackie was the founder and first director of the Gender Equity 
Office (GEO) at the University of the Witwatersrand (2014-2016). She holds a BA (Hons) 
(Wits), MPhil (Cantab), PhD (Cantab), LLM (Essex), LLB (Wits). 
 
Marco Duranti is Senior Lecturer in Modern European and International History at the 
University of Sydney. His research focuses on the history of international law and 
organisations, above all in the domain of human rights and European integration. He has 
recently published, The Conservative Human Rights Revolution: European Identity, 
Transnational Politics, and the Origins of the European Convention (Oxford UP, 2017).  
 
Souheir Edelbi is a PhD candidate at UNSW Law, focusing on the International Criminal 
Court's (ICC) activities in Africa, in particular, Kenya and Libya. Her research examines the 
temporal and spatial narratives surrounding the ICC's cornerstone principle, complementarity, 
and how Third World states are cast and recast as 'others' in textual productions of international 
criminal law. Souheir previously worked in the Occupied Palestinian Territory in East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank, assisting local civil society organisations on housing, land and 
residency issues. Following her work in Palestine, she took up a role with the Unrepresented 
Nations and Peoples Organization, a Brussels-based NGO - unrelated to the UN - documenting 
violations of minority rights in Iraq and Iran. Prior to that, Souheir worked as a solicitor in 
insurance litigation in Sydney. 
 
James C Fisher is a Project Associate Professor in the Faculty of Law & Graduate Schools 
for Law and Politics at the University of Tokyo, Japan (having studied at the Universities of 
Oxford, Leiden and Utrecht). His primary teaching and research interests are in comparative 
private law and private law theory, working additionally on constitutional and human rights 
law in Japan and wider East Asia.  
 
Ben Golder is an Associate Professor of Law and the Associate Dean (Education) in the 
Faculty of Law, UNSW. He works at the intersection of critical legal theory and political theory 
and is the author of numerous journal articles and books, including Foucault and the Politics 
of Rights (Stanford University Press, 2015). He is currently working on a book project about 
critiques of human rights. 
 
Randi Irwin is a PhD Candidate in Anthropology at The New School for Social Research in 
New York. Her doctoral research is focused on the struggle for Western Sahara’s 
decolonization, led by the Saharawi state in-exile from a refugee camp in Algeria. Her research 
focuses specifically on the role of natural resources in mediating knowledge production, 
territorial rights, formations of citizenship, and legality. Randi’s dissertation research was 
funded by the National Science Foundation and The New School for Social Research's 
Dissertation Fellowship. She is currently a board member for the Association of Political and 
Legal Anthropology in the United States. 
 
Barbara Keys is Professor of U.S. and International History at The University of Melbourne. 
She began her teaching career in 2003 after receiving her Ph.D. in History from Harvard 
University, where she studied under Akira Iriye and Ernest May. In 2019 she will serve as the 
President of the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations.  
 
Coel Kirkby is a Lecturer at Sydney Law School. He was elected the Smuts Research Fellow 
in Commonwealth Studies at the University of Cambridge for 2017-8. Before that he was a 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/university-melbourne#ranking-dataset/617475
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2011/02/ernest-r-may/
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McKenzie Fellow at Melbourne Law School and Endeavour Fellow at UNSW. Coel has 
recently completed a monograph that examines the ideology, institutions and politics of 
‘native’ status across the British Empire over the nineteenth century. He has two new projects. 
The first is an intellectual history of Anglo-American jurisprudence in the context of empire 
and its aftermath. The second is a study of the networks of constitution-making that 
connects postcolonial Africa, Asia and the Pacific. 
 
Anthony J. Langlois is a critical human rights theorist with a focus on sexuality and gender 
rights. He is an Associate Professor in International Relations at Flinders University, Adelaide, 
Australia, where he is also the Government Teaching Program Director for the College of 
Business, Government and Law. He was educated at the University of Tasmania and the 
Australian National University. Langlois is the author of The Politics of Justice and Human 
Rights: Southeast Asia and Universalist Theory (Cambridge University Press, 2001) and Co-
Editor of Global Democracy and its Difficulties (Routledge 2009) and Australian Foreign 
Policy: Controversies and Debates (Oxford University Press, 2014). As well as being 
published in many scholarly journals, he sits on the editorial board of The Journal of Human 
Rights. His areas of academic endeavour include Human Rights Theory, International 
Relations, Global Sexuality Politics, International Political Theory and Global Ethics. 
 
Dylan Lino is a Lecturer at the University of Western Australia Law School. He researches on 
constitutional law and theory, the rights of Indigenous peoples and legal history. His 
book Constitutional Recognition: First Peoples and the Australian Settler State was recently 
published by Federation Press. 
 
Zachary Manfredi received his JD from Yale Law School in 2017 and is currently a PhD 
candidate at UC Berkeley.  While at Yale he was a Hansell Fellow at the Center for Global 
Legal Challenges and a member of the Worker and Immigrant Rights Advocacy Clinic.  He 
also holds an MPhil in Political Theory from Oxford University, where he studied as a Rhodes 
Scholar and co-founded of the International Criminal Court Observers Project.  His 
dissertation, “Humanity in Ruins? Liberal Disillusion and the Left Critique of Human Rights,” 
explores twentieth-century conceptualizations of international human rights in socialist and 
post-colonial political thought.  His recent work has appeared or is forthcoming in Humanity, 
The Texas Law Review, The Texas Journal of International Law, and Critical Times.  He 
currently serves as a law clerk to the Honorable Justice Goodwin Liu of the California Supreme 
Court.  
 
Daniel McLoughlin is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Law at the University of New 
South Wales. Daniel is a legal theorist working in the critical and continental traditions of 
thought. He has published on sovereignty, political ontology, government, and political 
crises, with a particular emphasis on the work of Giorgio Agamben and Carl Schmitt. His 
other research interests include Marxist state theory, the politics and theory of human rights, 
public law theory, and the impact of neo-liberalism on the state. He is currently completing a 
book manuscript on Agamben's legal and political thought. He holds a PhD in Philosophy 
from UNSW and a Bachelor of Arts/Law from Macquarie University. 

Ryan Mitchell is an Assistant Professor of Law at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He 
received his J.D. from Harvard Law School, and his Ph.D. in Law from Yale University, where 
he was also a Mellon Foundation Humanities Fellow. His research focuses on public 
international law, legal history and theory, and Chinese law. His writing on these subjects has 
been published in leading academic journals including the Harvard International Law Journal 
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and the Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law, and he is currently writing a book on Chinese 
approaches to sovereignty and international legal obligation that is forthcoming from 
Cambridge University Press. 
 
Samuel Moyn is the Henry R. Luce Professor of Jurisprudence at Yale University. He has 
written several books in his fields of European intellectual history and human rights history, 
including The Last Utopia: Human Rights in History (Harvard University Press, 2010), and 
edited or coedited a number of others. His most recent book, Not Enough: Human Rights in an 
Unequal World, was published by Harvard University Press in April 2018. 
 
Jon Piccini has written widely on social movements and human rights in Australia. His second 
book, Human Rights in Twentieth-Century Australia will appear with Cambridge University 
Press in 2019. Jon is a lecturer in history at Australian Catholic University, and previously 
undertook a postdoctoral research fellowship at The University of Queensland. 
 
Kári Hólmar Ragnarsson is a doctoral student (SJD) at Harvard Law School. He received his 
law degree in 2009 from the University of Iceland and went on to practice law at Réttur – 
Aðalsteinsson & Partners in Reykjavík. In 2015 he completed the LLM program at Harvard 
with a concentration in international human rights. The title of his ongoing dissertation project 
is “Socio-economic Rights and Neoliberalism After the 2008 Financial Crisis”, under the 
supervision of Mark Tushnet, as well as working with Samuel Moyn and Gerald Neuman. The 
project focuses on the political-economic and distributional impact of different approaches to 
economic and social rights protections in constitutional and international law, with particular 
focus on European case-law on post-2008 austerity measures. Among his academic interests 
are law and political economy, comparative constitutional law and international and European 
human rights. Kári also teaches international human rights law at the University of Iceland. 
 
Anna Saunders is a Teaching Fellow and MPhil candidate at Melbourne Law School. She 
researches across the fields of history and theory of international law, with a current focus on 
intervention and statebuilding. Her MPhil project is a history of enemy states in the early years 
of the United Nations. Anna is also a Senior Program Fellow with the Laureate Program in 
International Law and co-editor, with Anne Orford, Kathryn Greenman and Ntina Tzouvala, 
of a forthcoming volume on revolution and international law. Anna holds a JD (first class) from 
Melbourne Law School, a Bachelor of Arts (with honours) from the University of Adelaide, 
and is a former Editor of the Melbourne Journal of International Law. Prior to her MPhil she 
was a research assistant at Melbourne Law School in international law, constitutional law, and 
legal theory, and also worked in native title in Victoria. 
 
Ntina Tzouvala is an ARC Postdoctoral Fellow in International Law at Melbourne Law 
School. Prior to coming to Melbourne she was a lecturer in law at Durham Law School (UK), 
where she also completed her PhD thesis. Her research concerns international law, with 
particular emphasis on history, theory, and the political economy of international law. Her 
first monograph, entitled Capitalism as Civilisation: A History of International Law, is 
forthcoming with Cambridge University Press.  
 
Paul van Trigt is postdoctoral researcher in the ERC-project Rethinking Disability: the Impact 
of the International Year of Disabled Persons (1981) in Global Perspective at the Institute of 
History, Leiden University. He has published about the modern history of the welfare state, 
human rights, disability and religion. His monograph Blind in een gidsland (Blind in a guiding 
country) was published in 2013, he also edited and contributed to a special issue of the journal 
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Social Inclusion about relations between disability and ‘being human’. Currently, he is working 
on a genealogy of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
 
Jessica Whyte is an a Scientia Fellow and Associate Professor in the School of Humanities 
and Languages (Philosophy) and the Faculty of Law, University of New South Wales and an 
Australian Research Council DECRA Fellow. She is a political theorist who has published 
widely on human rights, humanitarianism, and neoliberalism, and on contemporary European 
philosophy (especially Agamben and Foucault). Her first monograph, Catastrophe and 
Redemption: The Political Thought of Giorgio Agamben, was published by SUNY in 2013. 
Her forthcoming book, The Morals of the Market: Human Rights and the Rise of 
Neoliberalism will be published by Verso in 2019. She is currently working on project on the 
moral economy of warfare and the invention of “collateral damage”. 
 
 


